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The Woodbury County Conservation Board (WCCB)
and Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center recently recognized
two very special individuals for their outstanding service.
Gary Heineman of Sloan was
recognized for the “Conservation
Educator” award. Heineman
taught Vocational Ag for nearly
38 years at numerous schools.
He volunteered and was active in
many school activities and FFA
activities. He has also been very
active in his church and served
in numerous capacities. As a member of Loess Hills
Audubon Society, he served as the Audubon Adventures
chair for many years, distributing this educational
publication to schoolchildren.
The “Friend of Conservation” award was posthumously presented to Bill Anderson of Smithland. Bill
was Resource Manager at Brown’s Lake and retired in
September 2014 after more than four decades of service
in the field of conservation. Bill grew up in Eastern
Iowa and was in the Marine Corps for six years earning several distinctions including a Purple Heart. Bill
spent some time working for the
Iowa DNR before he was hired
by WCCB, where he worked at
Brown’s Lake—Bigelow Park
for a total of 37.5 years. After
retirement, he volunteered for
WCCB, other conservation
groups and the Smithland Fire
Department before his death in
January 2017.
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This is the 29th year the conservation board has recognized outstanding conservation efforts. Volunteers provide such a vital service to our nature center and county
parks. Last year, more than 2,820 hours were logged by
volunteers.
The Woodbury County Conservation Board also recognized more than 187 volunteers for the hours of service
they provided the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center and
Woodbury County Parks in 2017. This includes 23
Junior Volunteers, ages 12-17 and 5 younger volunteers
who worked alongside a parent or guardian.
Specific volunteers recognized were Amanda Baker,
Bob Baldwin, Audie Baughman, Briana Baughman,
Julie Baughman, Patrick Baughman, Myra Baumgartner, Cindy Bennett, Joseph Benoit, Chris Birdsell, Josh
Black, Carol Blair, Kira Bliss, Jeanne Bockholt, Suzan
Boden, Abbie Boellstorff, Carol Boellstorff, Katelyn
Brinkerhoff, Emma Bruns, Barb Camarillo, Jess Camarillo, Sam Camarillo, Erick Carlberg, David Chapman, Blake Christensen, Zac Chwirka, Karla Claussen,
Steve Claussen, Bre Cline, Jaime Colt, Sydney Corcoran, Summer Cord, Ross Curry, Kandi Custer, Mark
Custer, Judi Deaton, Denise Derby, Dennis Derochie,
Tracie Derochie, Don Dixon, Abby Duin, Joe Finney,
Bob Flanigan, Nick Fondoulakis, Tina Fondoulakis, Bill
Forbes, Nate Frankman, Cassidy Gardiner, Roger Gaswint, Greg Giles, Carolyn Goodwin, John Gray, Tyler
Griffin, Elizabeth Hansmann, Rae Hattan, Kai Herron,
Jane Hey, Sue Hinrichs, Shirley Hogan, Tammy Hogan,
Phyllis Holzrichter, Bernie Hoversten, Cindy Hyndman, Matt Hyndman, Loyanne Jensen, Chuck Johnson,
Dominic Johnson, Alisha Junge, Grace Junge, Kendra Kersting, Diana Kincaid, Laura Kinnaman, Geoff
Kline, Kathy Koskovich, Martha Krone, Phil Krone,
Continued on page 4

WOODBURY COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD
Board Members:
Cindy Bennett - Sioux City
Suzan Boden - Sioux City
Aaron Gehling - Salix
Neil Stockfleth - Sergeant Bluff
Christine Zellmer-Zant - Bronson
Board Address:
Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center
4500 Sioux River Road
Sioux City, IA 51109-1657
712-258-0838 (phone) 712-258-1261 (fax)
web page: http://www.woodburyparks.org
Staff:
Daniel Heissel - Director
Brian Stehr - Deputy Director
Dawn Bostwick - Administrative Secretary
Dawn Snyder - Education Programs Director
Theresa Kruid - Naturalist
Tyler Flammang - Resource Naturalist
Brianna Martens - Assistant Naturalist
Pam Pfautsch - Receptionist
Marilyn Milbrodt - Receptionist
Betty West - Receptionist/Volunteer Coordinator

Nature Center Hours
Tuesday through Saturday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Sunday			
1:00-4:30 p.m.
Monday 			
Closed
Thursdays in June & July 9:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Also closed New Years Day, Thanksgiving Day,
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

Reminder: Our parking lot is closed and the gate is
locked when the building is not open. If you are planning
to hike or play after building hours, please remove your
vehicle from the main parking lot and park in the lower lot.

Visit our website at
www.woodburyparks.org

Brown's Lake-Bigelow Park - Phone 712-946-7114
Josh Van Voorst - Resource Manager
Snyder Bend Park - Phone 712-946-5622
Dylan Bales - Assistant Resource Manager
Mike Massey - Resource Technician
Little Sioux Park - Phone 712-372-4984
Bob Fundermann - Resource Manager
Nate Silfies - Assistant Resource Manager
Derek Bean - Resource Technician
Southwood Conservation Area - Phone 712-889-2215
Donald Haahr - Resource Manager
Erik Lindsay - Assistant Resource Manager
Woodbury County Conservation Foundation
Board Members:
Dianne Blankenship Dawn Snyder Rod Tondreau
Brian Hazlett Anne Shaner Randall Kramer
Norbert Ruhland Bruce Hopkins Herman Schultz
Christine Zellmer-Zant
Woodbury Wanderings is distributed free of charge on a
quarterly basis. If you are not currently receiving the
newsletter and would like to, or if you know of someone who
would like to receive a copy, please send a postcard with the
name, address and e-mail on it to: Dawn Snyder, Editor,
4500 Sioux River Road, Sioux City, IA 51109-1657; phone:
712-258-0838 or e-mail at <dsnyder@woodburyparks.org>.
Under Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, The U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination
on the basis of creed, sex, national origin,religion, disability, or age. If you
believe that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or
facility as described above, or if you desire further information, please write to
either: Woodbury County Conservation Board or Office for Equal Opportunity,
U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.
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Find us on Facebook

http://www.facebook.com/DorothyPecautNatureCenter

Woodbury County
Pheasants Forever
For information check website:
www.woodburycountypf.org
For more
information contact:
Scott Rustwick at (712)277-2263 or
sarustwick@cableone.net

From the Director’s Desktop
Brown’s Lake Shoreline
Renovation
Visitors in the fall will see some drastic improvements to the shoreline of Brown’s Lake after Labor
Day. The Conservation Board along with the Iowa
DNR Fisheries has been looking at the erosion,
lake access and quality of the fisheries over the past
year. We also enlisted the help of the DNR Forester
to assess the trees along the lakeshore for quality
and safety. Sadly, the trees along the shore are big
cottonwoods, are rotten and unstable, and need to
be replaced. This is a safety issue and we don’t
need trees breaking up or tipping over and causing safety issues. Some silver maples and ash trees
along the shore are in rough shape as well.
Bank accessibility is limited due to the slope, erosion and trees and shrubs that have become overgrown and gotten out of control. Anglers that have
tried to fish along here can attest to that. The Conservation Board applied for a Fish Habitat grant
and received it this past January. This grant will
pay for 50% of the project.
This work will include removing the trees and
shrubs along the shoreline, placing rip-rap along
the shore to stop erosion, regrading the shoreline
above the rip-rap to 2.5 to 1 slope which will allow us to plant grass that can be mowed. Trees and
shrubs will be planted above this regrading area.
Staff will be replacing the trees we removed with
quality shade trees that will provide shade for years
to come. A rock jetty will also be constructed with
a sidewalk that is handicap accessible and attaching it to the parking lot. The sidewalk will go out
onto the rock fishing jetty providing better access.
Fish structure in the form of rock piles and artificial
reefs will be placed around the jetty as well as off
shore along the project. All of these improvements
will enhance the fisheries as well as improve the
angling opportunities for those using the park.

Loess Hills
Audubon Society
Loess Hills Audubon meetings:
The First Thursday of each month

7:30 p.m. at Dorothy Pecaut
Nature Center
Meetings are held September - May
For more information contact:
David Hoferer, President, at
David.Hoferer@briarcliff.edu
Loess Hills Audubon Outings, contact:
Jerry Von Ehwegen at jerryvon@cableone.net
Visit the website: http://lhas.tripod.com/

and replacing them with better quality trees that
are safer and not subject to the emerald ash borer,
the public will hopefully understand.
I will end with this: We are having a public
informational meeting on June 14th at the
Brown’s Lake Shelter from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM.
I encourage anyone with questions or concerns to
attend this informational meeting. Thank You!
~ By Dan Heissel

Will it be popular to see those trees removed? I
imagine not, but if the public is aware of why we
are removing them, know that we are replanting
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Parks Update

Volunteers Continued

The Woodbury County Parks have officially opened
for the 2018 camping season. The season started May
1st and ends October 31st. With over 250 electrical with
water, electrical and primitive campsites to choose from,
there should be a campsite to fit almost anyone’s camping needs. Campsites are first come first serve but any
one of our 10 camping cabins or 2 enclosed shelters can
be reserved online at woodburyparks.org.

Tiana Kruid, Braden Kumm, Stephanie Kumm, Leonard Kurtz, Sara Larson, Jake Lee, Jenna Lee, Michael
Lee, Keri Leopold, Marlin Lessmann, Lyle Listamann,
Bianca Llamas, Kim Luebbers, Tucker Lutter, Morgan
Mahon, Sharese Manker, Stephanie Maness, Ginger Martin, Chloe McClure, Cathy McKnight, Alex
McRae, Jane Merritt, Tony Michaels, Bruce Miller, Jill
Miller, Judy Miller, Kalyope Miller, Bob Morrissey, Jill
Moser, Ally Mueller, Candice Nash, Brenda Nelson,
Bob Nettleton, Lori Newbrough, Tim Nguyen, Mark
Nielsen, Susan Nielsen, Amy Niewohner, Caroline
Oberg, Jeff Olson, Annie Peterson, Lynne Peterson,
Mark Peterson, Walt Peterson, Kathy Pfautsch, Albert Pham, Zach Pike, Laura Plazek, Tracy Pomerson,
Donna Popp, Karen Quirk, Carrie Radloff, McKenna
Rahmus, Keyvan Rami, Brad Reiva, Elizabeth Reiva,
Gill Ridenour, Kelly Ridgway, Pam Ridgway, Alisha Riemenschneider, Dave Riemenschneider, Jaelyn
Riemenschneider, Becky Roemmich, Ruth Rose, Heidi
Rouse, Catherine Saulsbury, Pat Saulsbury, Angie
Schneider, Barb Schultz, Chris Schwerin, Michele
Schwerin, Linda Shaffer, Anne Shaner, Ellen Shaner,
Gary Shaner, Nancy Shulenberger, Ed Sibley, Mary
Siepker, Barb Small, Sam Sneed, Bennett Snyder,
Kellie Solberg, Neil Stockfleth, Bobbi Swanson, Doris
Swanson, John Swanson, Kate Swanson, Mike Swanson, Patrick Swanson, Tracy Swanson, Lindsey Switzer,
Craig Tooley, Reggie Torno, Sharlene Torres, Lynette
Tullis, Jaye Tumpkin, Tracie Turner, Dean VanRoekel,
Hunter Vedral, Emma VonHagel, Ethan Wenger, Tracey
Wenger, Carly West, Gina West, Caroline White, Liam
Wilson, Reed Wilson, Jessica Wisnewski, Bill Zales,
Dottie Zales and Chris Zellmer-Zant.

Be sure to check out Brown’s Lake/Bigelow Park on
Facebook to keep up to date on events happening in the
park. If you like the Brown’s Lake/Bigelow Park page
on Facebook you will be entered in a drawing for a free
two-night’s of camping at any of our four Woodbury
County Parks. Drawings will be held once per month
throughout the summer. A grand prize drawing will be
held at the end of the camping season for a one-night
free stay in one of our camping cabins. Please refer to
Brown’s Lake/Bigelow Park Facebook page for further
details. While at Bigelow Park be sure to attend one
of our outdoor movies hosted by our staff. Movies are
family friendly and held on Friday or Saturday night
depending on the weather.
At Little Sioux Park, we are currently working on a
beach renovation project to fix erosion problems. A
retaining wall has been added so the slope on the beach
could be lowered to prevent erosion. To keep the parking lot runoff from eroding the beach further, drain
intakes have been added and the parking lot has been
regraded. A fence will also be added to designate the
beach area more clearly. Also, coming soon to Little
Sioux Park is the addition of free Wi-Fi for park visitors. Final adjustments are being made to the Wi-Fi
service and it should be available early in the 2018
camping season.
When visiting Southwood Conservation area guests
will be sure to notice the upgraded road surface. A
thick layer of Sioux quartzite was added then rolled to
make a road that will handle traffic much better than the
crushed concrete it replaced. If you haven’t been down
to check out the cabins that were completed late in 2016
camping season be sure to do so. They are open yearround and Southwood offers many fun outdoor activities
and is a great hiking destination with over two miles of
scenic trails.
By Brian Stehr, Deputy Director
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Volunteers assist with educational programs, trail maintenance, playscape construction, gardening, special
projects, fund raising, trail patrol, animal care and other
duties at the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center and Woodbury County Parks. For more information on volunteering contact Betty West, Volunteer Coordinator at
712-258-0838 or http://www.woodburyparks.org.

Trumpeter Swans Released
at Little Sioux Park
Visitors to Little
Sioux Park can
view four trumpeter
swans that were
released on Thursday, April 5 by the
Woodbury County
Conservation Board
(WCCB) and Iowa
Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) as part of the trumpeter swan
restoration program. The restoration program gives injured swans a home and a chance to produce free-flying
young.
More than 250 people came to the park to witness the
release, including the Kindergarten through Fifth Grade
classes of Anthon-Oto Elementary School and the First
Grade classes of River Valley Elementary School. Dave
Hoffman, biologist with Iowa DNR, gave a program on
swan biology and their importance to wetland restoration and water quality. Hoffman heads the Trumpeter
Swan restoration efforts in the state. Woodbury County
Conservation Board Vice-President Christine ZellmerZant of Bronson, Iowa held one of the swans during the
presentation and the schoolchildren and public were
allowed to touch the swan and take photographs. After
the presentation, a few of the schoolchildren were able
to assist with the release of the four Trumpeter Swans.
Once listed on the Endangered Species list, trumpeter
swans are making a comeback due to restoration efforts.
Their populations plummeted in the mid to late 1900s
due to unregulated hunting and habitat loss. Trumpeter
swans are protected migratory waterfowl. It is illegal to
hunt, harm or kill a Trumpeter Swan. Trumpeter Swans
are the largest North American waterfowl with a wingspan of more than eight feet. Male Trumpeter Swans
can be more than 32 pounds. They are an iconic wetland
species.
Of the four swans released, three are female (known
as a pen) swans and one is male (known as a cob). The
male is three years of age and one of the female swans
is three years old. The female swans sustained wing
injuries and are not able to fly. At age three swans will
begin courtship and can form a pair bond. However, a
female Trumpeter Swan is not able to lay eggs until the
age of six, so it will be a few years before there will be
any young swans (or cygnets) produced at Little Sioux
Park.

fall by clearing out dead and dying trees to make room
for the woven wire fence. The public is encouraged
to view the swans while visiting Little Sioux Park, but
asked to respect their habitat. Do not feed the swans
or try to enter the fenced area where they reside. In
addition, people fishing at the park are required to use
non-lead sinkers within 25 yards of the swan pen.
Thanks to Dave Hoffman and the Iowa DNR for their
assistance and for supplying the trumpeter swans.
WCCB also thanks KES Productions for use of their
portable sound system and the Little Sioux Park staff
for their efforts to create the swan habitat. In the future,
WCCB plans to add interpretive signage by the swan
pen and is seeking financial assistance for the cost of
the signs and aerator. Contact Dawn Snyder at
dsnyder@woodburyparks.org or 712-258-0838 if you
are interested.
IDNR Dave Hoffman
far left with Chris
Zellmer-Zant &
Director Dan Heissel
before release.
(Mike Greiner
Photography)

Above: Chris Zellmer-Zant, Rick Schneider & Don Dixon
ready for Swan release. Below: Trumpeter Swans swimming.
(Mike Greiner Photography)

The Trumpeter Swan pen is located on the northeast part
of Little Sioux Park Lake. Staff started the project last
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Best Parks in Iowa

The Sierra Club

If you’re looking for the ultimate list of places where
you can enjoy Iowa’s outdoor activities, then check this
out—from the most popular parks to off-the-beaten-path
areas! Iowa Department of Tourism on TravelIowa.com
recently listed the Best of Iowa’s State & County Parks
and we are proud to report that the Dorothy Pecaut
Nature Center in Woodbury County and Sioux City is on
the list.

Northwest Iowa Group

Search the list and make plans to visit some of these
outdoor treasures soon!
https://www.traveliowa.com/getinspireddetails/the-bestof-iowa-s-state-and-county-parks/237/

“Explore, enjoy and protect the planet!”

Please join us every 4th Tuesday of the month, 6:30-8 PM,
for a presentation and discussion held at 2508 Jackson St.
Sioux City, Iowa. It’s always free and we encourage all
members of the community to participate! Come as early as
5:30 PM for potluck and conversation.
Find us on Facebook, or visit our website:
http://www.sierraclub.org/iowa/northwest-iowa
Contact us any time by calling 712-986-6210 or by sending
an email to nwiasierraagroup@gmail.com
Follow us on Twitter @NWIowaSierra
- Special Note As you’re dreaming about your summer lawns and gardens,
consider our pollinators by purchasing native plants and
learning more about neonicotinoids and other harmful
pesticides. Your garden will thank you!

You Can Volunteer!
Opportunities abound for individuals, families, businesses and service organizations to donate their time
and talent. Help support our mission of educating
people and developing awareness and appreciation for
our natural environment. As the seasons change, so
do our volunteer opportunities. For more information
about volunteering, please call our Volunteer
Coordinator, Betty West at 712 258-0838 or e-mail her
at bwest@woodburyparks.org.

Junior
Volunteers
in Action!
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Urban Youth Corps Grant
Received
Woodbury County Conservation Board was awarded a
Federal Highway Administration Urban Youth Corps
(UYC) grant from the Iowa Department of Transportation
for $17,514. The funds will be used to repair trails and
remove invasive species at the Dorothy Pecaut Nature
Center. The goal of UYC program is to provide meaningful work for individuals between the ages of 16 and 25 in
a transportation setting. This includes working on recreational trails and improving transportation rights-of-way.
WCCB will collaborate with Boys and Girls Clubs of
Siouxland and provide seasonal work for youth. In addition to trail building and repairs, the youth will receive
training and education for safety, work skills, life skills
and job retention. The grant project will begin in early
July and conclude in early August.
The trails at the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center were
constructed more than 20 years ago. Several portions of
the railroad tie stairs are beginning to deteriorate and will
be replaced. Hikers should be aware that sections of the
Nature Center trails may be temporarily closed during
this time in order to provide the necessary repairs.

Calendar of Events
All events are free and held at the Dorothy Pecaut Nature
Center (DPNC) unless otherwise noted.

To Register for Events Call 712-258-0838

June 1 – July 31: Be a Tourist in Your Own Town! Pick
up a Passport at the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center and then
visit other local attractions to collect additional stamps. Get
8 stamps and be eligible to win prizes. This is free and fun
for the entire family! More at: http://visitsiouxcity.org/event/
tourist-in-your-own-town/

Saturday, June 23: First Day Hike, 10:30 a.m., Stone State
Park. Join the Friends of Stone Park for a hike to welcome
Summer. Meet at the parking lot at the East entrance of Stone
Park off Memorial Drive. For more information, contact the
Friends of Stone Park at friendsofstonepark@gmail.com for
questions or check their Facebook page for updates.

Nature Center Open Until 7pm on Thursdays in June &
July!

Saturday, June 23: Raptors, 7:00 p.m., Little Sioux Park, 2
miles SW of Correctionville, Iowa. Learn about birds of prey
and view some live raptors up close to witness their amazing
adaptations. Meet at the open shelter near the cabins overlooking the river. Free!

Friday, June 8: Evening Campfire & Music, 7:00 p.m.
DPNC. Join the Summer Naturalists and kick off a great summer of activities while we enjoy time around the campfire—
complete with S’Mores. The local band Central Time will
be present to play some Folk and Bluegrass tunes around the
campfire. Free!
Saturday, June 9: Pheasants Forever Youth Fishing Derby,
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Little Sioux Park, 2 miles SW of Correctionville, Iowa. Youth up to age 18 are invited. Prizes are
awarded & each participant receives a small bag of tackle.
Youth under age 16 must be accompanied by an adult with a
valid fishing license. Youth 16 and up must have a valid fishing license. Must pre-register at www.woodburycountypf.org
or 712-277-2263. Meet at the shelter by the beach at 8:30 a.m.
Free. For more information, contact Mike Rader at rader4@
wiatel.net or 712-277-2263.
Thursday, June 14: Public Meeting at Brown’s Lake, 6:00
p.m., Bell Memorial Shelter. Learn about the construction
project for shoreline enhancements at Brown’s Lake.
Friday, June 15: Reptiles, 1:00 p.m. Snyder Bend Park, 3
miles SW of Salix, Iowa. Learn about these scaled animals
and meet a live turtle and snake. Meet at the small open shelter by the boat ramp. Free!
Saturday, June 16: Pond Life, 7:00 p.m. Southwood Conservation Area, 1 mile south of Smithland, Iowa. Join the Summer Naturalists to search for aquatic life in the pond. Plan to
get wet and muddy. Meet at the last parking lot by the ponds.
Free!
Saturday, June 23: Animal Tracks, 10:00 a.m., Snyder Bend
Park, 3 miles SW of Salix, Iowa. Join the Summer Naturalists at the open shelter by the boat ramp to learn about animal
tracks and our local mammals. Free!

Friday, June 29: Kindness Rocks! 1:00 p.m., DPNC. Join
a naturalist for an afternoon of rock painting. Wear a pair of
sturdy walking shoes, hit the trail, and stash one of your creations to inspire kindness to our other hikers! Free!
Friday, June 29: Guided Nature Hike, 7:00 p.m., DPNC.
Come explore the sights and sounds of the Loess Hill’s nature
guided by a naturalist. Wear a pair of study walking shoes and
feel free to bring any binoculars, field guides, or bug spray of
your choosing. Free!
Saturday, June 30: Insect Investigations, 10:00 a.m.
Brown’s Lake, 2 miles west of Salix, Iowa. Join the Summer Naturalists at the open play area near the playground to
search for insects. We’ll use nets and hope to catch a few for
closer study. Free!
Tuesday, July 3: Meet the Animals, 10:00 a.m. – Noon.
DPNC. Stop in to meet our feathered and scaled live animals.
This will give you an opportunity to view the salamanders,
turtles, snakes and birds of prey up close and personal. Free!
Wednesday, July 4: Nature Center Open shortened hours
from 10am – 3pm. Happy Independence Day!
Thursday, July 5: Canoeing on the Lake, 1:00 p.m. - 3:00
p.m., Little Sioux Park, 2 miles SW of Correctionville, Iowa.
Meet near the beach area. Learn about canoeing basics and
then practice your skills on the lake. All equipment provided.
This program is free and pre-registration is appreciated by
calling 712-258-0838 or bmartens@woodburyparks.org.
Friday, July 6: Raptors, 10:00 a.m., Brown’s Lake, 2 miles
west of Salix, Iowa. Learn about birds of prey and view some
live raptors up close to witness their amazing adaptations.
Meet at the open shelter near the beach. Free!
More events listed on page 8
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Calendar of Events Continued
To Register for Events Call 712-258-0838
Saturday, July 7: Reptiles, 7:00 p.m. Little Sioux Park, 2
miles SW of Correctionville, Iowa. Join the Summer Naturalists at the open shelter near the cabins overlooking the river
to learn about these scaled animals and meet a live turtle and
snake. Free!
Tuesday, July 10: Nature Tales at the Playscape, 10:00 a.m.,
DNPC. Pre-schoolers, join us with an adult for this special
story time featuring Going on a Bear Hunt. We’ll hike too,
weather permitting. Please pre-register by calling 712-2580838 or email tkruid@woodburyparks.org.
Thursday, July 12: Live Animal Lunchtime, 4:30 p.m.,
DPNC. Come and watch our live animals eat. Learn about
their habitat needs and adaptations. Free! Open until 7pm on
Thursdays in June and July.
Friday, July 13: Raptors, 7:00 p.m., Snyder Bend Park, 3
miles SW of Salix, Iowa. Learn about birds of prey and view
some live raptors up close to witness their amazing adaptations. Meet at the open shelter near the boat ramp. Free!
Friday, July 20: Critters of the Wetland, 7:00 p.m. Little
Sioux Park, 2 miles SW of Correctionville, Iowa. Swans, beavers, dragonflies, and more! Learn about life in the wetland.
Meet by open shelter near the beach.
Saturday, July 21: Reptiles, 7:00 p.m. Brown’s Lake, 2 miles
west of Salix, Iowa. Join the Summer Naturalists at the open
play area near the playground to learn about these scaled
animals and meet a live turtle and snake. Free!
Friday, July 27: Turtles Rock, 10:00 a.m. Fowler Forest
Preserve, half mile west of Smithland, Iowa. Join a naturalist
and a few turtle friends in a fun rock painting activity. Learn
about turtles of Iowa, meet a live animal, and experience a
short hike.
Saturday, July 28: Owls, 7:00 p.m., Snyder Bend Park, 3
miles SW of Salix, Iowa. Join the Summer Naturalists at the
open shelter by the boat ramp to learn all about owls. Free!
August 1-5: Come see us at the Woodbury County Fair in
Moville. We will be in the Varied Industries Building.
Thursday, August 9: Live Animal Lunchtime, 4:30 p.m.,
DPNC. Come and watch our live animals eat. Learn about
their habitat needs and adaptations. Free!
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Friday, August 10: Evening Campfire & Music, DPNC.
7:00 p.m. Join the Summer Naturalists and celebrate a great
summer of activities while we enjoy time around the campfire—complete with S’Mores. The local band Central Time
will be present to play some Folk and Bluegrass tunes around
the campfire. Free!
Saturday, August 11: Perseid Meteor Showers, 9:30 p.m.,
Southwood Conservation Area, 1 mile S of Smithland, Iowa.
Take a walk in the Loess Hills and follow it up with a stop to
watch the Perseid meteor showers. Perseid meteor showers
occur in August and create what most consider the best and
most reliable meteor display for Northern Hemisphere observers. Meet at the far parking lot by the ponds and wear sturdy
walking shoes. Bring a blanket to sit on and insect repellent,
if desired. Free!
Tuesday, August 14: Nature Tales, 10:00 a.m., DPNC. Preschoolers, join us with an adult for this special story time
about butterflies. We’ll hike too, weather permitting. Please
pre-register by calling 712-258-0838 or email tkruid@woodburyparks.org.
Tuesday, September 11: Monarch Butterfly Tagging in the
Prairie, 6:00 p.m. We will search for any migrating monarchs
and hope to tag them on their journey to Mexico. Wear sturdy
walking shoes and meet at the Talbot Road entrance to the
Sioux City Prairie. Free! The prairie is located approximately
½ mile north of the Military Road & Talbot Road intersection
in Sioux City.
Friday, September 21: Nature Center Closed for Nature
Calls preparation.
Saturday, September 22: Nature Center Closed for Nature
Calls
Saturday, September 22: Nature Calls, 6:00 – 10:00 p.m.,
Sioux City Convention Center. Fundraiser featuring beer &
wine tasting, nature art & charity auction to raise funds for
the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center. Call 712-258-0838 for
tickets or purchase online after August 1 at http://woodburyparks.org/.
Sunday, September 23: Nature Center Closed for Nature
Calls
Saturday, October 6: Broken Toe Run, Stone State Park.
Sponsored by Friends of Stone Park. For more information,
contact the Friends of Stone Park at friendsofstonepark@
gmail.com for questions or check their Facebook page for
updates.

Return to the Wild!
Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center was able to release
a rehabilitated Bald Eagle found in Stone Park in
March suffering from lead poisoning. The bird was
treated by Saving Our Avian Resources (SOAR)
and nursed back to health. We were excited to
release the Bald Eagle back into Stone Park and
were thrilled to do so during a field trip with Maple
Valley Anthon Oto Sixth Graders. Thank you to all
that were involved with the capture, transport and
care of this majestic Bald Eagle!

Memorials
In Memory of Dorothy Clausen
from Mac & Connie Smith for educational
scholarships
In Memory of Charlie Zook
from Stacey Gerhart for intern program
In Memory of Helen L. Eberly
from David B. Butcher for educational programs

Save the Date!
15th Annual
Nature Calls Fundraiser
Saturday, September 22, 2018
Above: Resource
Naturalist, Tyler
Flammang shows
Anthon-Oto 6th Graders the Bald Eagle
before releasing.
Right: New Media
capture the Eagle’s
release.

The Loess Hills
Longbeards Chapter
National Wild Turkey
Federation
For more information contact
Mark Bower at 712-251-5718 or 712-876-2838

Sioux City Convention Center
Tickets go on sale in August.

Beer & Wine Tasting, Nature Market,
Silent & Live Auction & More!
www.woodburyparks.org/naturecalls

Siouxland Fly Fishing Club
There’s more to fishing than fish
Meetings: held the last Saturday of each month
9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center
Visitors Welcome!
For more information call 402-987-3945
http://www.siouxlandflyfishing.com/
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Assistant Naturalist Joins Us
Joining us for our new 6-month position here at the
Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center is Brianna Martens, our
first assistant naturalist. You may remember seeing Brianna as a naturalist intern in the summer of 2016. Now,
after completing her Bachelors of Science degree in
Biology from Morningside College and working for one
year in a position with the Bureau of Land Management
in Jupiter, Florida, she will join us for a new, temporary
position lasting from late April until October.

Left: Brianna
Martens shows
a visitor one of
the educational
turtles.

Increased demand for programs, especially during
spring, summer and fall months, has warranted an additional person to provide education programs. Dawn
Snyder, Education Programs Director, has been seeking
ways to provide additional programs and funds for this
position.
In addition to our regular program budget, this position is funded by various sources including donations
by Scheels, Edward Walding, and a gift from America’s
Farmers Grow Communities from the Monsanto Fund
on behalf of Woodbury County farmers Lane and Kathy
Tabke. We really appreciate these donations, as they
enhance our regular budget and allow us to maximize
our funds.
Brianna will be focusing on educational programming,
up keeping the trails and outdoor areas, and providing
fun and factual social media posts to our Facebook.
Please be sure to say hello the next time you see
Brianna at the Nature Center or one of our county
parks!
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Above: Summer Interns Sara Larson, Megan Maaske,
Zach Greder, Rose Peleo-Ray and Lilly Sencenbaugh.
Sara, Megan, Rose and Lilly are our Summer Naturalist
Interns and will lead summer day camps and other educational
programs at the Nature Center and our county parks. Zach is
our Habitat Stewardship Intern who will help with
groundskeeping, trail projects and habitat improvements at the
Nature Center and other county park areas.

Acknowledgements and Thanks
• Missouri River Historical Development for $15,000
grant for new projection system and sound system upgrades at the Nature Center
• CF Industries for $5,000 grant for Nature Center
handicap sidewalk project
• Fund for Siouxland—Siouxland Community Foundation for $2,000 grant for Nature Center handicap
sidewalk project
• America’s Farmers Grow Communities Monsanto
Fund $2,500 grant via Lane & Kathy Tabke for intern
fund
• Sioux City Education Association for $500 grant for
furs
• Gene & Ginger Martin for cash donation for Redtailed Hawk adoption and raptor care
• Ed Walding for cash donation for intern program
• Stacey Gerhart for Charlie Zook memorial for intern
program
• Mac & Connie Smith for Dorothy Clausen memorial
for scholarships
• Todd Benson for cash donation for programs
• McCook Lake Izaak Walton League for cash donation for programs
• Rick & Angie Schneider for books, nature sculptures,
prints, mugs and buckets
• Doug Collins for custom notecards
• KES Productions for use of outdoor sound system
• Rosie Kuehne for cash donation for Playscape Eaglet
project and gardening books
• Dave & Lynn Brown for cash donation for Nature
Center
• Bruce & Jeanette Hopkins for advertising in Kids
Scoop of Sioux City Journal and camp scholarships cash
donation
• Dan & Sally Hartley for cash for animal care
• Donna Popp for birdseed and playscape digging tools
• Anne Shaner for birdseed
• St. Mark Lutheran Church Women for cash donation for raptors
• Kathy Bottaro for cash donation for education programs
• Bill Zales for taxidermy assistance
• Bill & Linda Healy for cash donation for programs
• Carol & Tom Houchins for cash donation for programs
• Siouxland Chapter National Federation of Blind for
cash donation for programs
• Mary Jane Africa for program supplies
• Battle Creek-Ida Grove First Graders for American
Kestrel adoption

• Perry Creek Fifth Graders for cash program donation
• Linda Shaffer & Doris Swanson for clerical
assistance
• Bennett Snyder, Laura Kinnaman & Brittany Gill
for trail maintenance
• Leonard Kurtz for bee keeping
• Becky Roemmich & Nettie Tullis for rock painting
• Rose Pelelo-Ray for cleaning rocks & bones, sanding
in the shop and helping hang bird houses
• Sam Thomas for archery program assistance
• Tyler Griffin, Bob Baldwin & Chris Birdsell for being Range Safety Officers
• Bianca Llamas for filling bird feeders & cleaning
aquarium
• Brittany Gill for folding camp flyers, picking up trash
& trail maintenance
• Katelyn Brinkerhoff for program assistance
• Jay Toel for aquarium cleaning & maintenance
• Kev Koskovich, Mike Greiner, Bill Forbes & Sam
Thomas for helping at the Swan release
• Barb Small, Doris Swanson, Donna Popp, Anne
Shaner, Angie Schneider, Ginger Martin, Sam Thomas & Brenda Nelson for field trip assistance
• Mike Swanson, John Swanson, Kate Swanson,
Annie Peterson, Zac Chwirka, Chris GarthrightChwirka, Karen Quirk, Nancy Schulenberger, Eric
Wissing & other Friends of Stone Park for roadside
clean-up
• Ethan Wenger, Brenda Sweeney & Tracey Wenger
for night hike assistance
• Bianca Llamas & Carly West for animal care
• Gary Shaner for repairing fishing rods & reels
• Mae Macfarlane, Ginger Martin, Judi Deaton,
Doug Deaton, Barb Levich, Brenda Nelson, Becky
Roemmich, Anne Shaner, Bennett Snyder, Alan Raventree, Jeanne Bockholt, Ethan Gale & Scout Troop
#261 for volunteering at Nature Center Work Day
• Audie Baughman, Julie Baughman, Lynne
Peterson, Kathy Koskovich, Greg Giles, Barb Small,
Catherine Saulsbury, Pam Ridgway & Jane Merritt
for Nature Calls committee meeting
• Mark Peterson & Rick Schneider for prescribed
burn at the Nature Center
• Barb Small, Mary Siepker, Bill Forbes, Bonnie
Forbes, Greg Andersen, Stacey Bragg, Steve Griebel,
Sam Thomas, ISU Extension Woodbury County
& Kathy Koskovich for field trip assistance at Little
Sioux Park
If your name is not included above and you have helped us, the
omission is unintentional. Please accept our apologies and thanks!
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Donations and Memberships
now accepted via PayPal Online
at http://www.woodburyparks.org/
membership

Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center Hours:
Tuesday - Saturday
9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 		
1:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Closed on Mondays and Holidays
No Admission Fee

Printed on recycled paper
Please recycle with a friend

Yes! Please accept my dues to the Woodbury County Conservation Foundation to provide conservation education and protection of our natural
resources. Please include me in the membership category checked below:








$20 		
Individual Membership
$35		
Family Membership
$50-99 		
Wildlife Conservationist
$100-249
Woodland Conservationist
$250-499
Prairie Conservationist
$500-999
Wetland Conservationist
$1000 + Distinguished Conservationist

Name_______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ____________________________________________State _______
Zip Code ____________ - ________ Phone (_____)___________________

 All levels will receive the Woodbury
Wanderings conservation newsletter &
early Day Camp reservation privilege.
 Family Level & above—receive a $5.00 off
coupon for Woodbury County Conservation
Board and Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center
2018 Summer Day Camp registration.
 Wildlife Conservationist and above—
receive certificate for one night free camping in any Woodbury County Conservation
Board campground during 2018.
 Woodland Conservationist and above—
receive a 15% Discount Card to be used at
the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center gift shop
during 2018.
 Distinguished Conservationist will be
displayed annually on a plaque at the
Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center.

E-mail _______________________________________________________
Please indicate the area in which you prefer your donation be used:
 Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center support & Summer Camps general support
 Woodbury County Park Enhancements
 Management of special Loess Hills areas
Amount enclosed: $_______________
 No preference—use where it is needed most

 I would prefer to receive
the Woodbury Wanderings
quarterly newsletter via e-mail
to save postage costs.

Please make checks payable to: Pay Online: http//www.woodburyparks.org/membership
Woodbury County Conservation Foundation
4500 Sioux River Rd., Sioux City, IA 51109-1657

WCCF is a 501(c)3 organization and your donation is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.

