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I’ve been asked to give some thoughts regarding 
my 42-plus years as Director for the Woodbury 
County Conservation Board. It’s hard to believe 
that many years have gone by, and as I try to look 
back to the 1970’s when I started, it seems like 
another lifetime! The changes have been many, 
and there has never been a dull moment. I haven’t 
given much thought to what retirement will be like, 
but I like to think I will just do what I want, when-
ever I want. I look forward to slowing down a little 
bit and enjoying some travel, fishing and hiking. 
Perhaps I’ll finally see many of those other area 
gems found in counties across the state!

My time in Woodbury County is very special since 
I came here a single young man, met a nice attrac-
tive young lady, married her, had two children, 
raised a family and experienced a rewarding career. 
I cannot begin to count the many friends I’ve met 
and made, nor to explain how much they have all 
meant to me.

I was the third Director for Woodbury County. The 
Board was formed in 1961 and has had a total of 33 
Board members appointed since that time. I have 
served under 28 of those 33 Board members. When 
I started in 1975, our system had seven different 
parks/wildlife areas totaling around 750 acres. The 
budget was around $250,000. We no longer have 
three of those original seven areas, but now have 
sixteen areas totaling over 5,665 acres with ad-
ditional areas in the works. Staff in 1975 included 

five full time and one part time employee, and to-
day our staff includes fourteen full time staff, 3 part 
time staff and numerous seasonal employees. 

Our Environmental Education program began in 
1988 and now features a premier Nature Center 
with programs reaching thousands of people each 
year. Our budget now runs close to $2 million a 
year depending on grants and Capital Improvement 
Projects. There are other outstanding facets of our 
department too numerous to mention, but the point 
is the change has been enormous.

Above: Rick & Angie Schneider

Continued on page 3 



 
Nature Center Hours

Tuesday through Saturday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Sunday      1:00-4:30 p.m.
Monday       Closed

Also closed New Years Day, Thanksgiving Day, 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

Reminder: Our parking lot is closed and the gate is 
locked when the building is not open. If you are planning 
to hike or play after building hours, please remove your 

vehicle from the main parking lot and park in the lower lot. 

Visit our website at 
www.woodburyparks.org
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Find us on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/DorothyPecautNatureCenter

Woodbury County 
Pheasants Forever 

Annual Banquet
Saturday, February 24, 2018

Doors open 5:30pm ~ Dinner 7:00 pm
Bluffs Area Family Center

903 Topaz Drive, Sgt. Bluff, IA

For information check website:
www.woodburycountypf.org

For tickets or more 
information contact:
 Scott  Rustwick at 
(712)277-2263 or 

sarustwick@cableone.net

WOODBURY COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD

Board Members:
Cindy Bennett - Sioux City
Suzan Boden - Sioux City

Aaron Gehling - Salix
Neil Stockfleth - Sergeant Bluff

Christine Zellmer-Zant - Bronson
Board Address:

Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center
4500 Sioux River Road

Sioux City, IA 51109-1657
712-258-0838 (phone) 712-258-1261 (fax)
web page: http://www.woodburyparks.org

Daniel Heissel - Director
Brian Stehr - Deputy Director

Dawn Bostwick - Administrative Secretary
Dawn Snyder - Education Programs Director

Theresa Kruid - Naturalist
Tyler Flammang - Resource Naturalist

Pam Pfautsch - Receptionist
Marilyn Milbrodt - Receptionist

Betty West - Receptionist/Volunteer Coordinator 

Brown's Lake-Bigelow Park - Phone 712-946-7114
Josh Van Voorst - Resource Manager

Snyder Bend Park - Phone 712-946-5622
Dylan Bales - Assistant Resource Manager

Mike Massey - Resource Technician

Little Sioux Park - Phone 712-372-4984
Bob Fundermann - Resource Manager

Nate Silfies - Assistant Resource Manager
Derek Bean - Resource Technician

Southwood Conservation Area - Phone 712-889-2215
Donald Haahr - Resource Manager

Erik Lindsay - Assistant Resource Manager

Woodbury County Conservation Foundation 
Board Members:

Dianne Blankenship     Dawn Snyder     Rod Tondreau   
Brian Hazlett     Anne Shaner     Randall Kramer     

 Norbert Ruhland    Bruce Hopkins   Herman Schultz
Christine Zellmer-Zant                      

Woodbury Wanderings is distributed free of charge on a 
quarterly basis.  If you are not currently receiving the 
newsletter and would like to, or if you know of someone who 
would like to receive a copy, please send a postcard with the 
name, address and e-mail on it to:  Dawn Snyder, Editor, 
4500 Sioux River Road, Sioux City, IA 51109-1657; phone: 
712-258-0838 or e-mail at <dsnyder@woodburyparks.org>.

Under Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973, The U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination 
on the basis of creed, sex, national origin,religion, disability, or age.  If you 
believe that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or 
facility as described above, or if you desire further information, please write to 
either:  Woodbury County Conservation Board or Office for Equal Opportunity, 
U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.
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Loess Hills Audubon Society
Loess Hills Audubon meetings: 

The First Thursday of each month

7:30 p.m. at Dorothy Pecaut
 Nature Center

Meetings are held September - May

For more information contact:  
John Polifka, President, at 

jpospo141@gmail.com
Loess Hills Audubon Outings, contact:

Jerry Von Ehwegen at jerryvon@cableone.net

Visit the website: http://lhas.tripod.com/

How did all this transformation happen? It hap-
pened with dedicated staff, progressive Board 
members, and supportive Boards of Supervisors. 
Everyone seemed to share a vision of provid-
ing quality outdoor recreation opportunities and 
striving to be one of the best systems in the state. 
We have enjoyed the cooperation of all county 
departments, state and federal agencies and staff, 
and many dedicated volunteers. This system is 
the result of everyone’s efforts. I just cannot say 
enough about the outstanding staff and Boards I 
have had the privilege of working with during my 
tenure. They are the people responsible for me be-
ing where I am, and I will be forever in their debt. I 
will deeply miss everyone I’ve worked with includ-
ing staff; Board members; Supervisors; department 
heads; peers; County, City, State and Federal em-
ployees; contractors and numerous other acquain-
tances. What a privilege and blessing it has been to 
serve in this capacity and get paid to do something 
so enjoyable!  

I know our department is in very capable hands 
with the current Board and staff, and our new Di-
rector Dan Heissel. I wish you all the best as you 
take this system to greater heights! There is much 
left to accomplish for our citizens!

God Bless You All!

Schneider Article Continued

Camping Coupon Books 
Available

The Conservation Department has camping coupon 
books for sale. The coupon books contain ten 

coupons, each good for one night camping in any 
Woodbury County Conservation campground, and 

sell for the price of $180. This provides the purchaser 
one free night of camping if buying the coupon book. 

The coupons can be used the same as cash or check and 
placed in the camping registration envelope at the time 
of camping. Coupons can be removed from the booklet 
and given to friends or relatives and are good for one 

year from the month of purchase. 

Firewood coupons are also available for $54 
(ten bundles for the price of nine). Individual 

firewood bundles are $6.

All coupon booklets are available at the 
Conservation Office and all park offices.

Rick Schneider was presented with an engraved 
collector’s Henry Golden Boy .22 rifle as a parting 

gift for his years of service. Thank you! 
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From the Director’s Desktop 
By Dan Heissel

Cabins Open Year Round
The Woodbury County Conservation has opened its 
cabins up for year-round use at Southwood Conserva-
tion Area and Snyder Bend Park. This will be the first 
time since the cabins were built that they have been 
available for rent outside the normal camping season. 
All other camping facilities at Woodbury County Parks, 
including the cabins at Little Sioux Park, will follow our 
normal camping season which open May 1st and close 
November 1st. To check rates, availability or make a 
reservation please go to www.woodburyparks.org. Once 
there, you could get out to enjoy some hiking, cross 
country skiing, snowshoeing, hunting, or ice fishing. So 
why not cure your cabin fever this winter by staying in 
one of our cabins? It’s a wonderful way to keep away 
the winter blues. 

I would like to introduce myself as the new Executive 
Director for Woodbury County Conservation Board. 
I have been on staff since November 1, 2017, and hit 
the ground running. A little about me, I graduated from 
Le Mars Community High School and after gradua-
tion attended Iowa Lakes Community College where 
I received my A.S. and A.A degree. I went on to Iowa 
State University where I graduated with my Fisher-
ies and Wildlife Biology Degree. Upon graduation, I 
worked part time for the Plymouth County Conservation 
Board for 6 months until the Pocahontas County Con-
servation Board hired me as their Operations Manager/
Ranger. After 3 years at Pocahontas, I was promoted to 
the Director position. I held that job for 12 years until 
I became the Director for Clay County in Spencer and 
worked there for 15 years.

My wife and I have been married for 24 years and have 
four children, two of which are in college and two are 
still in High School. My wife is a teacher and is finish-
ing her teaching contract with Spencer High School 
and the kids are finishing their school year at Clay 
Central Everly. Upon completion of the school year, I 
look forward to getting my family moved to Woodbury 
County. While in Clay County, I was very involved in 
the community and even coached high school football 
and basketball for Clay Central Everly for 5 years. I 
look forward to getting involved here once I get my feet 
on the ground.

Woodbury County has been a breath of fresh air for me 
and full of new opportunities. From land acquisitions 
to capital improvements in the parks, it has been fast 
paced and I love it. One of the exciting projects is at 
Little Sioux Park with a beach renovation scheduled to 
be completed this spring. We have cleared and shaped 
the beach area, hauled in tons of new sand and will be 
installing drainage for the parking lot and beach. Once 
completed we will be installing a retaining wall, fenc-
ing, new sidewalks and resurfacing the parking lot with 
gravel. I think the public will be happy with the finished 
product.

Browns Lake will have a new face lift this fall when 
after Labor Day we will regrade and slope the shoreline 
for better access, clear some older trees that are causing 
problems and replant a lot of new shade trees further 
from shore so they don’t create a liability along the 

Dan Heissel, 
WCCB Director

shoreline. This will open up the shoreline for better 
access for fishing. We plan to install a fishing jetty as 
well and place fish structure around the jetty and off 
shore. This will not only create habitat for the fish, but 
also give anglers a better opportunity to catch fish as it 
holds them on this structure.

We have regraded and surfaced the roads into South-
wood Conservation Area this past fall and are planning 
to install a deck and observation tower this summer. At 
Little Sioux Park, the staff finished installing a Swan 
pen for a pair of Trumpeter Swans that will be arriving 
in April. These are just a few of the exciting things hap-
pening at the Woodbury County Conservation Board. 
Stay tuned!
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Trumpeter Swans Coming to  
Little Sioux Park

Visitors to Little Sioux Park will see some new perma-
nent residents in the park this spring. A Trumpeter Swan 
pen is being constructed on the north-east part of Little 
Sioux Park Lake to house three Trumpeter Swans. Staff 
started the project last fall by clearing out dead and dy-
ing trees to make room for the woven wire fence. The 
fence is approximately ninety percent complete with 
the remaining portion to be completed this spring. The 
swans to be released are part of the Iowa DNR’s Trum-
peter Swan restoration program which gives injured 
swans a home and a chance to hopefully produce free 
flying young. Since these swans will be year-round 
residents, staff will be adding an aerator to keep open 
water during the winter months and a feeder for when 
they are unable to forage for food. Staff is in the process 
of retrofitting an unused dock to be used as a nesting 
platform by the swans.  

The public is welcome to join the Iowa DNR and Wood-
bury County Conservation Board for the release of three 
trumpeter swans on Thursday, April 5th at 1:30 p.m. at 
Little Sioux Park. The event includes a 20-minute swan/
wetland presentation, a unique opportunity to touch and 
view the swans up close, and a historic photo oppor-
tunity with the swans. As the largest North American 
waterfowl, these magnificent all-white birds can weigh 
up to 32 pounds with an 8-foot wingspan. The public is 
invited and encouraged to attend. 

Trumpeter swans were once common in Iowa, but were 
gone from the state by the late 1880’s. By the early 
1930’s, only 69 Trumpeter Swans remained in the lower 
48 states. The Trumpeter Swans being released are 
part of the DNR’s statewide Trumpeter Swan restora-
tion effort, with hopes that they will help restore a wild 
free flying population to Iowa. Public support is key to 
achieving this objective. 

If you have any questions about this release, please 
contact David Hoffman David.Hoffman@dnr.iowa.
gov (641) 425-0737 cell; Bob Fundermann, Woodbury 
County Conservation Board (712) 372-4984 bfunder-
mann@woodburyparks.org or Dawn Snyder, Woodbury 
County Conservation Board (712) 258-0838 dsnyder@
woodburyparks.org.  

Photos from past Trumpeter Swan Release events held 
at various locations in Iowa. (Iowa DNR photos)
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Snyder Bend Flag Pole
When visiting Snyder Bend Park, you may notice our 
newest addition to the park. A flag pole was added as a 
memorial to William Anderson. “Bill” was the District 
Resource Manager for Bigelow Park and retired after 37 
years of service. Bill was also in the Marine Corps for 
six years earning several distinctions including a Purple 
Heart. Bill lost his battle with cancer and passed away 
January 31, 2017. His family and friends donated this 
fitting memorial in his honor.    

You Can Volunteer!    

Junior 
Volunteers 
in Action!

Annual Banquet: Thursday, March 22, 2018
Mark your calendars for a fun-filled evening of  

great food and volunteer recognition!

Opportunities abound for individuals, families, businesses 
and service organizations to donate their time and talent. 

Help support our mission of educating people and develop-
ing awareness and appreciation for our natural environment. 

As the seasons change, so do our volunteer opportunities. 
For more information about volunteering, please call our 

Volunteer Coordinator, Betty West at 712 258-0838 or  
e-mail her at bwest@woodburyparks.org. 

The Sierra Club 

Northwest Iowa Group
“Explore, enjoy and protect the planet!”

Please join us 6:30-7:45PM for our monthly “4th Tuesdays” 
presentation and discussion held at 2508 Jackson St., Sioux City, 

Iowa. It’s always free and we encourage all members of the 
community to participate! Come as early as 5:30 PM to share in 

potluck and conversation.  
 

Tuesday February 27, 2018
Gubernatorial Candidate Forum on their Environmental  

Vision for Iowa

Find us on Facebook, or visit our website:
http://www.sierraclub.org/iowa/northwest-iowa

Contact us any time by calling 712-986-6210 or by sending an 
email to nwiasierraagroup@gmail.com
Follow us on Twitter @NWIowaSierra

- FUND THE TRUST -  
We urge Iowa’s political leaders to include a sales tax increase 

of at least 3/8 of a cent in any legislative solution aimed at  
water quality and conservation moving forward.

Learn more at: http://www.iowaswaterandlandlegacy.org/



Calendar of Events
All events are free and held at the Dorothy Pecaut Nature 

Center (DPNC) unless otherwise noted. 
To Register for Events Call 712-258-0838
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More events listed on page 8

February 16 – 19: Great Backyard Bird Count. Infor-
mation found at www.birdcount.org. Count birds at your 
feeder or in your yard to participate in one of the largest 
citizen science projects in the world. Go online to report 
your results. 

Saturday, February 17: Camping Knots, 9:00 a.m. – 
11:00 a.m., DPNC. Ages 10 and up. It’s better to know a 
knot and not need it, than to need a knot and not know it. 
From easily formed getaway knots to tensioning trucker’s 
hitches, adjustable guy lines, hauling loops, simple pulley 
systems and more, you are guaranteed to leave this pro-
gram feeling confident and ready to impress your campfire 
pals with your notable “knottiness.” Program is free to 
attend. Pre-registration is appreciated but not required. 
Contact Resource Naturalist, Tyler Flammang, with any 
questions at 712-258-0838 or tflammang@woodburyparks.
org.

Wednesday, February 21: Internship Applications Due 
for Summer Naturalist & Habitat Intern. For more info and 
application: http://woodburyparks.org/employment/ 

Friday, February 23: Painting With Light, 6:30 p.m. – 
8:30 p.m., DPNC. Ages 18 and up. Ever had your name 
written in lights? Or wanted to capture fireworks? You’ll 
learn the techniques and gear settings needed in this excit-
ing, hands on program. Attendees will need to provide 
their own camera, tripod, and shutter remote (option-
al). Digital SLRs with a full manual setting or digital 
cameras with a fireworks scene mode will work best. 
Please bring your camera’s owner’s manual if you have 
one. Don’t have your own gear, but still interested? Come 
join us anyway! Program is free to attend. Pre-registration 
is REQUIRED. Contact Resource Naturalist, Tyler Flam-
mang, with any questions at 712-258-0838 or tflammang@
woodburyparks.org.

Saturday, February 24: Woodbury County Pheasants 
Forever Banquet. Sergeant Bluff Community Center. For 
ticket information contact Scott Rustwick at 712-277-2263.

Sunday, February 25: Woodbury County Conservation 
Foundation Annual Meeting, 1:30 p.m., DPNC. The An-
nual Meeting will be followed by a program on the Mis-
souri River by Steve Jauron. 

Sunday, February 25: A 50-Year Historical Look at 
the Missouri River, 2:00 p.m., DPNC. Learn about the 
recent history of the Missouri River from retired Iowa 
DNR Conservation Officer Steve Jauron. Jauron worked 
from 1969 to 1982 as an Iowa Water Patrol Officer on the 
Missouri River. He continued to work as an Iowa DNR 
Conservation Officer in Woodbury County until his retire-
ment. Jauron has spent countless hours on the Missouri 
River and will share images and stories of his time on this 
great river. This program is free, open to all and part of 
the Annual Meeting of the Woodbury County Conserva-
tion Foundation.

March 1: Stub Gray Shooting Range reopens.

Friday, March 2: Full Moon Night Hike, 7:00 p.m. – 
8:00 p.m., DPNC. Take a hike? Don’t mind if we do! 
Dress for the weather by wearing layers and sturdy foot-
wear with good ankle support. We’ll be hiking to several 
overlooks around the center to take in the evening air, the 
sounds of the forest, and hopefully a 99.9% illuminated 
moon that floats 229,237 miles away from us! Contact Re-
source Naturalist, Tyler Flammang, with any questions at 
712-258-0838 or tflammang@woodburyparks.org.

Tuesday, March 6: Homemade Sugar Scrubs, 6:30-8:00 
p.m., DPNC. Clean, healthy and vibrant skin is easy to 
obtain at home with natural ingredients. We’ll learn the 
benefits of making and using a sugar scrub and how to 
make them. Each person will take home their own mini 
spa treatment. Cost: $3 per person. Pre-register by  
calling 712-258-0838 or email Naturalist, Theresa Kruid 
at tkruid@woodburyparks.org.

Saturday, March 10: National Wild Turkey Federation 
Loess Hills Longbeards Banquet 5:30 p.m. at the Mason-
ic Temple in Sioux City. Contact Mark Bower at 712-251-
5718 for ticket information.

Tuesday, March 13: Nature Tales, 10:00 a.m., DPNC. 
Pre-schoolers, join us with an adult for this special story 
time about turtles. We’ll hike too, weather permitting. 
Please pre-register by calling 712-258-0838 or email 
tkruid@woodburyparks.org. 
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Calendar of Events Continued
To Register for Events Call 712-258-0838

Saturday, March 17: Backcountry Fire Building Skills, 
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., DPNC. Ages 10 and up. Children 
under 15 must be accompanied by an adult. Whether 
you’re into epic hikes, quick weekend getaways, lazy 
weeklong campground stays, or relaxing backyard gather-
ings, knowing how to start a fire with various fuels and 
ignition sources is always knowledge worth having. Plus, 
it’s just fun to impress your friends! Attendees will have 
their chance to work with ignition tools such as flint and 
steel, Ferro cerium rods, bow drills, and more. Program 
is free to attend. Pre-registration is appreciated. Contact 
Resource Naturalist, Tyler Flammang, with any questions 
at 712-258-0838 or tflammang@woodburyparks.org.  

Thursday, March 22: Volunteer Awards Dinner, 6:00 
p.m., DPNC. Nature Center Volunteers mark your calendar 
for this date and plan to join us for dinner, conversation 
and awards. More information to follow.  

Wednesday, April 4: Summer Day Camp Early Registra-
tion begins for Woodbury County Conservation Foun-
dation Members. For more information contact camps@
woodburyparks.org. To become a member go to http://
woodburyparks.org/membership

Thursday, April 5: Trumpeter Swan Release, 1:30 p.m., 
Little Sioux Park, 1746 O’Brien Avenue, Correctionville, 
Iowa. The Iowa DNR will release three Trumpeter Swans 
at Little Sioux Park with the assistance of Woodbury 
County Conservation Board. The event includes a 20-min-
ute swan/wetland presentation, a unique opportunity to 
touch and view the swans up close, and a historic photo 
opportunity with the swans. As the largest North American 
waterfowl, these magnificent all-white birds can weigh up 
to 32 pounds with an 8-foot wingspan. The public is invited 
and encouraged to attend. The event is held rain or shine. 

Saturday, April 7: Sauntering with Jack Phillips/The 
Naturalists School, 1:00 – 4:30 p.m., DPNC. A Saunter 
is a way of walking in wild places that creates space 
within ourselves as nature opens before us. A Saunter is 
for human adults, for the nourishment of body and soul. 
Our method of sauntering seeks to deepen native intimacy 
and contemplation of nature. For a contribution of $20, 
participants will receive a copy of A Pocket Guide to 
Sauntering, and an afternoon of walking contemplation, 
writing, and inspiration in the rugged Loess Hills. Wear good 
boots and bring a notebook. Please register by Monday, 
April 2 by contacting the center at 712.258.0803. For more 
information, contact jackphillipsrca@gmail.com or visit 
www.thenaturalistschool.org.

Tuesday, April 10: Nature Tales, 10:00 a.m., DPNC. 
Pre-schoolers, join us with an adult for this special story 
time about raccoons. We’ll hike too, weather permitting. 
Pre-register by calling 712-258-0838 or email tkruid@
woodburyparks.org.

Wednesday, April 11: Summer Day Camp General  
Registration OPENS. For more information contact 
camps@woodburyparks.org.

Thursday, April 12: Frog and Toad Call Survey  
Workshop, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m., DPNC. Be a volunteer wild-
life watcher (listener)! Learn more about frogs and toads 
in our region in this workshop. Cost is $5 per person to 
become trained and help with an important citizen sci-
ence project. For more information and a registration form 
visit: http://www.iowadnr.com/volunteerwildlifemonitor-
ing/ or e-mail vwmp@dnr.iowa.gov.  

Saturday, April 28: Volunteer Work Day, 9:00 a.m.– 
Noon, DPNC. Help us spruce up the trails, gardens,  
Nature Playscape and grounds this spring. Wear sturdy 
shoes and bring work gloves. Pre-registration is appreci-
ated so we can plan our volunteer tasks.

Tuesday, May 1: Woodbury County Conservation Board 
Campgrounds open for the Season. Pressurized water 
systems, restrooms and park facilities at Snyder Bend 
Park, Bigelow Park, Little Sioux Park and Southwood 
Conservation Area will open for the camping season. 
Camping is first-come, first-served. See more at http://
woodburyparks.org/camping/ 

May 4-6: Camping Kickoff Weekend in Woodbury  
County Conservation Board Campgrounds. Camp at 
Snyder Bend Park, Bigelow Park, Little Sioux Park and 
Southwood Conservation Area this weekend and earn 
a free camping pass for a night of camping later in the 
season. 

Saturday, May 12: Wildflower Walk, 10:00 a.m., Fowler 
Forest Preserve. Join Naturalist Dawn Snyder to hike the 
trails and search for spring blooming wildflowers. This 
event is part of Iowa Wildflower Week. Fowler Forest is 
located one-half mile west of Smithland, Iowa, on State 
Highway 141. The event is free and open to the public. 
Wear sturdy walking shoes and dress for the weather.

June 1-3: Loess Hills Prairie Seminar. Loess Hills 
Wildlife Management Area, Northeast of Onawa, Iowa. 
For more information contact Andrea Porter at Monona 
County Conservation Board at 712-433-2400 or email  
mccbnat@longlines.com.



9

Siouxland Fly Fishing Club
There’s more to fishing than fish

Meetings:  held the last Saturday of each month    
9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center
Visitors Welcome!

For more information call 402-987-3945
http://www.siouxlandflyfishing.com/

Board Member Changes 
The Woodbury County Conservation Board welcomes 
Aaron Gehling as our newest board member. Aaron be-
gan his three-year term on January 16. He is a resident 
of Salix, Iowa and lives at Brown’s Lake. Brown’s Lake 
is familiar territory as he grew up along the lakeshore. 

Aaron is the Market President for Great Western Bank 
in Sioux City. He received his degree from Iowa State 
University in finance and has worked for more than 15 
years in the commercial banking industry. He and his 
wife Emilee have four children: Eli 6, Liam 5, Ruby 
3 and Pearl 8 months. They are definitely an outdoor 
family and enjoy time fishing, boating and water skiing. 
Aaron also enjoys hunting and is a founding member 
of the new Mighty Mo Youth Trap Team, a Scholastic 
Clay Target Program for Grades 6-12 in the Siouxland 
region. 

Aaron was attracted to the conservation board because 
of his passion for the outdoors. He is excited about local 
habitat & park projects and the ability to make local 
decisions. He is aligned with continued improvements 
in parks, fishing and wetland habitat and wants to at-
tract more people to participate in hunting, fishing and 
camping activities. Aaron is excited about the upcoming 
fishing pier and Brown’s Lake shoreline improvements, 
something he believes is necessary to improve the lake 
and protect water quality.

He is active as well with other non-profit groups and is 
chair for Siouxland Duck’s Unlimited and treasurer for 
LaunchPAD Children’s Museum.

Welcome, Aaron!

Thanks to Don Dixon for his 15 years of service to the 
Woodbury County Conservation Board as board mem-
ber. Don and his wife Jane reside in Correctionville, 
Iowa. Don owns Dixon Construction of Correctionville 
and has spent countless hours assisting WCCB with 
projects. 

Over the past 15 years, Don played an integral part of 
many crucial projects including the Union Bridge Trail 
at Little Sioux Park. The trail is 1.75 miles long and 
connects the park to the town of Correctionville. A ten-
foot wide concrete path winds through scenic areas and 
crosses the Little Sioux River with a spectacular historic 
bridge. Don also has been a strong supporter of numer-
ous land acquisition projects over the years. 

He and his wife Jane are enjoying retirement and trav-
eling but they still plan to stay close to some of their 
favorite projects and events including camping at Little 
Sioux Park and supporting the Nature Calls fundraiser. 

WCCB wishes Don well in his endeavors and sincerely 
thanks him for his tireless efforts!

New Board Member, 
Aaron Gehling

Former Director, Rick Schneider (left) presents 
Don Dixon (right) with a plaque of appreciation 
for his 15 years of service in December 2017.



Frog & Toad Call Survey 
Workshop

Thursday, April 12 ~ 
6:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Dorothy Pecaut 
Nature Center 

Cost: $5.00

Iowa Citizens Help Track 
Imperiled Wildlife

It’s 10:00 on a summer night along a gravel road 
anywhere in Iowa. In the farm pond next to the road a 
raucous chorus of male frogs are making themselves 
heard as they vie for mates. A volunteer stands 
clipboard in hand, ear cocked, mentally sorting out each 
of the calling species and the number of individuals 
using this seemingly ordinary pond.  

This volunteer was trained through Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources’ Volunteer Wildlife Monitoring 
Program (VWMP). Program Coordinator Stephanie 
Shepherd explains, “We just don’t have enough staff 
in the DNR to adequately monitor all the vulnerable 
species that we need to. This is where citizen scientists 
play a crucial role.” Every April, Shepherd travels 
around the state to teach training workshops that 
prepare folks to collect data on some of Iowa’s critical 
wildlife. This year, Woodbury County Conservation is 
teaming up with the DNR to host a Frog and Toad Call 
Survey Training Workshop.

The Iowa Frog and Toad Call Survey is an auditory 
survey focused on monitoring Iowa’s amphibians. 
Volunteers are trained to listen to and recognize the 
16 species of frogs and toads in Iowa based on their 
breeding calls. Shepherd says that interested volunteers 
should be prepared to drive back country roads at night 
along a specified route stopping occasionally to get out 
and listen and record different species heard. 

If you are an adult who is interested in getting 
involved, volunteers must register for and attend 
a training workshop. For more information and a 
registration form visit: http://www.iowadnr.com/
volunteerwildlifemonitoring/ or e-mail vwmp@dnr.
iowa.gov 

Summer Camps 2018
COME EXPLORE WITH US!

We are looking forward to yet another great summer 
of exploring nature with the children of Siouxland. 

We’ll hike, play games, make crafts, meet some 
critters, explore outdoors and much more. Watch our 

website: www.woodburyparks.org for dates and  
details of available camps. Sessions will be offered for 
children ages 3 to 15 and vary from two to four days.
Registration begins April 4th for Woodbury County 

Conservation Foundation (WCCF) members and  
non-member registration begins April 11th. 

Registrations will be accepted through the mail  
and in person at the Nature Center. No phone registra-

tions will be accepted and online is not set-up 
 for this year. If  you  have questions or need more 
information please email Theresa Kruid at camps@

woodburyparks.org or call 712-258-0838. To join the 
WCCF and receive early registration benefits see the 

back page of this newsletter. 
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Wish List - Can You Help with these items?
• Bird Seed (Black oil Sunflower)

• White sugar (for honeybees)
• Ziploc bags (any size)

• Napkins, paper plates & cups
• Antibacterial Foaming Hand Soap & Dish Soap

• Gluesticks and/or Elmer’s Glue
• Pencil Boxes, 18 gallon storage tubs
• Loppers, Bow saws and work gloves

• Thumb drives (8 G minimum)
•  Animal Adoptions

•  Stackable Washer & Dryer
•  Youth-sized Snowshoes

•  New Table Saw



Acknowledgements and Thanks

If your name is not included above and you have helped us, the 
omission is unintentional. Please accept our apologies and thanks!

• Cargill, Inc. for Grant for Playscape & Sidewalk 
project
• Allan Huse for Black Bear shoulder mount
• Rosie Kuehne for cash donation
• Bill Zales for taxidermy assistance on Sharp-
shinned Hawk, American Kestrel, Red-tailed 
Hawk, Screech Owl & Ocellated Turkey mounts
• Rich & Sara Crawford for cash donation
• Kevin Pape for fossils
• Jim Utesch and Fraternal Order of Eagles 
Club for Golden Eagle mount donation
• Scheels for cash donations for intern program
• Roger Martin family for red fox & golden 
pheasant mount
• Gene & Ginger Martin for Scarlet Red-tailed 
Hawk adoption
• Maureen Pape for animal tracks
• Siouxland Fly Fishing Club for fishing poles
• Helen Shuck for animal furs
• Rick Schneider for turkey tail mount
• Kingsley Garden Club for cash donation
• Jolly Time Pop Corn for popcorn for Winter Fun 
Day
• Kay’s Sweet Treats/Kayla Nieman for cookies 
for Winter Fun Day
• Floyd WalMart for $25 gift card
• Marketplace Hy-Vee & Bimbo for bagels for 
Winter Fun Day
• Leonard Kurtz for bee keeping
• Gary Heineman & Kenneth Vawl for bird seed
• Karen Quist for electric roaster
• St. Mark Lutheran Church Women for cash 
donation for Birds of Prey
• Mary Jane Africa for craft supplies
• Linda Shaffer, Barb Small, Barb Camarillo, 
Anne Shaner for clerical assistance
• Bennett Snyder, Laura Kinnaman, Albert 
Pham, Tim Nguyen & Jake Lee for trail mainte-
nance
• Leonard Kurtz for bee keeping
• Tracie Turner for general maintenance, recycling 
and program work
• Bianca Llamas for animal care, filling bird feed-
ers and cleaning fish tank
• Ginger Martin & Judi Deaton for garden work

• Barb Small, Judi Deaton, Anne Shaner & 
Donna Popp for donating cookies or bars for Win-
ter Fun Day
• Judi Deaton, Brenda Nelson, Barb Small, 
Donna Popp, Anne Shaner & Doris Swanson for 
preparing crafts 
• Anne Shaner, Judi Deaton & Doris Swanson 
for Holiday decorating of the Nature Center
• Kai Herron, Jeanne Bockholt, Patrick Baugh-
man, Jaelyn Riemenschneider, Kalyope Miller, 
Jillena Miller, Anne Shaner, Donna Popp, 
Ginger Martin, Becky Roemmich, Catherine 
Saulsbury, Sara Larson, Doris Swanson and 
Tiana Kruid for assisting at Winter Fun Day                                                                                                                                        
• Briar Cliff Students for preparing Christmas 
trees for chipping
• Don Poggensee and Ida County Conservation 
Board for Saw-whet Owl outing

Save the Date!
15th Annual

Nature Calls Fundraiser
Saturday, September 22, 2018

Sioux City Convention Center
Tickets go on sale in August. 

Beer & Wine Tasting, Nature Market,  
Silent & Live Auction & More!

www.woodburyparks.org/naturecalls
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PAID
Sioux City, Iowa
Permit No. 138

    Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center Hours:
Tuesday - Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sunday   1:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Closed on Mondays and Holidays

No Admission Fee

Woodbury County Conservation Foundation
4500 Sioux River Road
Sioux City  IA 51109-1657

	$20    Individual Membership
	$35  Family Membership  
	$50-99   Wildlife Conservationist
	$100-249 Woodland Conservationist
	$250-499  Prairie Conservationist
	$500-999  Wetland Conservationist
	$1000 +  Distinguished Conservationist

Name_______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________State _______

Zip Code ____________ - ________ Phone (_____)___________________
 
E-mail _______________________________________________________

Please indicate the area in which you prefer your donation be used:
	Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center support & Summer Camps general support
	Woodbury County Park Enhancements
	Management of special Loess Hills areas
	No preference—use where it is needed most

Amount enclosed: $_______________
Please make checks payable to:     Pay Online: http//www.woodburyparks.org/membership

Woodbury County Conservation Foundation
4500 Sioux River Rd., Sioux City, IA 51109-1657

	I would prefer to receive 
 the Woodbury Wanderings   
quarterly newsletter via e-mail 
to save postage costs.

WCCF is a 501(c)3 organization and your donation is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.

 All levels will receive the Woodbury 
 Wanderings conservation newsletter & 
 early Day Camp reservation privilege. 
 Family Level & above—receive a $5.00 off 

coupon for Woodbury County Conservation 
Board and Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center 
2018 Summer Day Camp registration.

 Wildlife Conservationist and above—
 receive certificate for one night free camp-

ing in any Woodbury County Conservation 
Board campground during 2018.

  Woodland Conservationist and above—
 receive a 15% Discount Card to be used at 

the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center gift shop 
during 2018.

 Distinguished Conservationist will be 
 displayed annually on a plaque at the 
 Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center. 

Yes! Please accept my dues to the Woodbury County Conservation Foun-
dation to provide conservation education and protection of our natural 
resources. Please include me in the membership category checked below:

X X

 Donations and Memberships 
now accepted via PayPal Online 

at http://www.woodburyparks.org/
membership


