
 

Conservation Newsletter

WANDERINGS
Winter-Spring 2017 Volume 29, Issue 1

The Zoo comes to the Nature Center! Join us on 
Sunday, February 26 at 2:00 p.m. to meet some live 
animals from the Great Plains Zoo. Representatives 
from the zoo will bring the ZooMobile with up to four 
different educational animals for you to learn about as 
they present the program, All About Animals. 

During this program you will sort your way through 
the world, discovering the similarities and differences 
between living things. We’ll explore the characteristics 
of creepy crawlies and the “big five:” mammals, birds, 
reptiles, amphibians and fish. Come and meet some live 
animals in this free program. The ZooMobile program 
is sponsored by the Woodbury County Conservation 
Foundation. 

The Woodbury County Conservation Foundation 
(WCCF) was established in 1990 to serve as a partner 
with Woodbury County Conservation Board (WCCB) 
in public education and natural resources conservation 
projects. WCCF’s mission is threefold: 1) to facilitate 
the acquisition and maintenance of public areas and 
preserves, especially within the Loess Hills region; 2) 
to promote environmental education and the awareness 
of natural resource conservation; and 3) to establish 
and support the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center. One of 
the main purposes of the WCCF is to serve as a 501(c)
(3) non-profit to assist with raising funds for special 
conservation projects in conjunction with the WCCB, 
including the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center.

The WCCF is recognized as a fully qualified not-for-
profit organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Inter-
nal Revenue code. WCCF provides a channel through 
which Woodbury County Conservation Board and 

Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center can raise and carryover 
funds. Donations to WCCF are tax deductible and assist 
the Nature Center and WCCB with numerous projects 
including exhibits, environmental education, playscape 
enhancements, cabins and Loess Hills restoration. 
Thank you to all WCCF members and donors for their 
support. To make a donation see the back page of this 
newsletter or go to http://woodburyparks.org/member-
ship/. 

The WCCF Annual Meeting will be held prior to the 
ZooMobile program at 1:30 p.m. on February 26. The 
Annual Meeting and ZooMobile program is open to the 
public.

These may be some of the animals you will see. Animal 
availability based on schedule and health of animals. 

http://woodburyparks.org/membership/
http://woodburyparks.org/membership/


 
Nature Center Hours

Tuesday through Saturday    9:00am-4:30 p.m.
Sunday         1:00-4:30 p.m.
Monday          Closed

Playscape closes at 4:30 p.m.

Also closed New Years Day, Thanksgiving Day, 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

Reminder: Our parking lot is closed and the gate is 
locked when the building is not open. If you are planning 
to hike after building hours, please remove your vehicle 

from the main parking lot and park in the lower lot. 

Visit our website at 
www.woodburyparks.org
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Find us on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/DorothyPecautNatureCenter

Woodbury County 
Pheasants Forever 

Annual Banquet
Saturday, February 25, 2017

Doors open 5:30pm ~ Dinner 7:00 pm
Bluffs Area Family Center

903 Topaz Drive, Sgt. Bluff, IA

For information check website:
www.woodburycountypf.org

For tickets or more 
information contact:
 Scott  Rustwick at 
(712)277-2263 or 

sarustwick@cableone.net

WOODBURY COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD

Board Members:
Cindy Bennett - Sioux City
Suzan Boden - Sioux City

Don Dixon - Correctionville
Neil Stockfleth - Sergeant Bluff

Christine Zellmer-Zant - Bronson
Board Address:

Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center
4500 Sioux River Road

Sioux City, IA 51109-1657
712-258-0838 (phone) 712-258-1261 (fax)
web page: http://www.woodburyparks.org

Rick Schneider - Director
Brian Stehr - Deputy Director

Dawn Bostwick - Administrative Secretary
Dawn Snyder - Education Programs Director

Theresa Kruid - Naturalist
Tyler Flammang - Resource Naturalist

Pam Pfautsch - Receptionist
Marilyn Milbrodt - Receptionist

Betty West - Receptionist/Volunteer Coordinator 

Brown's Lake-Bigelow Park - Phone 712-946-7114
Dylan Bales - Assistant Resource Manager

Snyder Bend Park - Phone 712-946-5622
Josh Van Voorst - Resource Manager

 Vacant - Resource Technician

Little Sioux Park - Phone 712-372-4984
Bob Fundermann - Resource Manager

Nate Silfies - Assistant Resource Manager
Vacant - Resource Technician

Southwood Conservation Area - Phone 712-889-2215
Donald Haahr - Resource Manager

Erik Lindsay - Assistant Resource Manager

Woodbury County Conservation Foundation 
Board Members:

Dianne Blankenship     Dawn Snyder     Rod Tondreau   
Brian Hazlett     Anne Shaner     Randall Kramer     

 Norbert Ruhland    Bruce Hopkins   Herman Schultz
Christine Zellmer-Zant                      

Woodbury Wanderings is distributed free of charge on a 
quarterly basis.  If you are not currently receiving the 
newsletter and would like to, or if you know of someone who 
would like to receive a copy, please send a postcard with the 
name, address and e-mail on it to:  Dawn Snyder, Editor, 
4500 Sioux River Road, Sioux City, IA 51109-1657; phone: 
712-258-0838 or e-mail at <dsnyder@woodburycountyiowa.gov>.

Under Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973, The U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination 
on the basis of creed, sex, national origin,religion, disability, or age.  If you 
believe that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or 
facility as described above, or if you desire further information, please write to 
either:  Woodbury County Conservation Board or Office for Equal Opportunity, 
U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.
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Loess Hills Audubon Society
Loess Hills Audubon meetings: 

The First Thursday of each month

7:30 p.m. at Dorothy Pecaut
 Nature Center

Meetings are held September - May

For more information contact:  
John Polifka, President, at 

jpospo141@gmail.com
Loess Hills Audubon Outings, contact:

Jerry Von Ehwegen at jerryvon@cableone.net

Visit the website: http://lhas.tripod.com/

Field Notes
Curtin Timber Addition
Donors for a 120-acre addition to the 90-acre Cur-
tin Timber public hunting area were recognized at 
a ceremony on site Saturday, November 12th. Rep-
resentatives from the Iowa Chapter of the National 
Wild Turkey Federation and Woodbury County 
Pheasants Forever Chapter were present. Title to 
the property was acquired in October. Other grants 
and donors to the acquisition project included 
Whitetails Unlimited, the Gilchrist Foundation, the 
Wildlife Habitat Stamp Fund, and Land and Water 
Conservation Fund. Assisting with the acquisition 
process was the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation. 
The area is open to public hunting. Staff plans to 
install a small parking lot access off 270th Street 
sometime in 2017.

Little Sioux Park Beach Project
Proposals will be taken in January 2017 for im-
provements to the swim beach at Little Sioux Park 
along with installation of a water control structure 
for the lake. This project has been in planning 
stages for a couple years and was delayed due to 
unusual high water conditions. The water con-
trol structure will allow the Board to maintain an 
optimal water elevation during high water condi-
tions. The beach renovation project will flatten the 
existing beach, install a retaining wall, regrade the 
parking areas and install an underground storm wa-
ter drainage system to eliminate erosion problems, 
and install an accessible concrete walkway from 
the restroom facility to the beach. New sand will 
also be brought in for the beach area. This project 
is scheduled to get underway this winter or early 
spring and be completed by the start of swimming 
season on Memorial Day weekend.

By Rick Schneider, Director

Online Reservations Are Here!
Reservations for cabins and enclosed shelters can 
now be made online exclusively through www.
MyCountyParks.com website. A link on our website 
at www.woodburyparks.org will also direct visitors 
to the online reservation system. Reservations will 
no longer be taken through the Conservation Board 
office as in the past.

Cabins at Little Sioux Park, Snyder Bend Park and 
Southwood Conservation Area as well as enclosed 
Heritage Shelter at Little Sioux Park and Dale Bell 
Shelter at Brown’s Lake-Bigelow Park can be re-
served at the customer’s convenience any time of day 
or night. Reservations can be made up to two years 
in advance. Customers are required to set up their 
User Account on the MyCountyParks website which 
will always be in place as often as they wish to return 
for future reservations. The customer’s account will 
allow them to access reservations for any county’s 
facilities across the state.  

The new fee structure for reserved facilities will now 
include state hotel/motel taxes. Check out the site 
today and get your User Account created for future 
reservations!

http://www.MyCountyParks.com
http://www.MyCountyParks.com
http://www.woodburyparks.org
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Adventures of an Intern
By Katelyn Brinkerhoff

My name is Katelyn Brinkerhoff, and I’m from Sioux 
City, IA. I have been interning with the Woodbury 
County Conservation Board and Dorothy Pecaut Nature 
Center for two years. Currently, I am a senior at Buena 
Vista University pursuing an Environmental Science 
degree. I’m a part of many organizations on campus 
such as Student Senate and our Adventure Leadership 
Program Scholars organization. 

The Adventure Leadership Program Scholars (ALPs) 
organization at Buena Vista University has allowed me 
to explore the great outdoors while getting the chance 
to grow as a leader. Spring of 2014 I had the opportu-
nity to go caving at a private cave near Decorah, Iowa. 
The geology of Northern Iowa is surreal with the rock 
formations on the side of the road and, of course, caves. 
This was a spontaneous trip that a few friends and I de-
cided to take. During our pre-trip meeting we were told 
it would be a simple walking tour, but we should wear 
sturdy shoes, like hiking boots. 

Upon our arrival we quickly realized this was going to 
be more of a caving experience that is seen on televi-
sion. The “tour” started with a basic walk through a 
muddy cave, then we were met by a clay hill. We had 
to climb to the top of this hill on our hands and knees 
because of how slick and steep it was. It took a lot of 
guidance from our guide leader and a lot of help from 
the other students on the trip. One wrong step sent you 
sliding down the hill. 

After being pulled to the top with the help of students 
we got to continue along the dark, slimy path. We had 
the opportunity to sit in silence to listen to every drop 
of water that was dripping and creating the beautiful 
stalactites. During this time, we experienced complete 
darkness. We grouped up in a small area that had abso-
lutely no natural light shining in besides the light from 
our headlamps. Together we turned off the headlamps 
and experienced a sight, or lack of, that very few have. 
This darkness is nothing similar to a dark room or being 
out in the woods at night. There is always some sort of 
light making its way in, whether it’s from the moon, or 
from the nightlight around the corner. 

After that breathtaking moment we moved along with 
the tour to try one more thrilling adventure within the 
cave. We arrived to an area that had two walls that were 
close together with a 2x4 piece of wood that served as a 

bridge to a 10-foot drop. 
We had the choice of 
either walking across the 
small, warped bridge or 
attempting to straddle the 
wall. Personally, I have a 
huge fear of heights that 
caused me to stop dead in my tracks. However, I took a 
moment and thought to myself, “well, this will probably 
make one awesome story to share one day,” and decided 
to attempt the straddle. To do this we had to have one 
foot on one wall and the other foot on the other wall. 
Same went for our hands. From there we slowly walked 
along the walls of the slimy, muddy cave. The walls 
had natural cubbies in the walls that helped support us 
during this walk. Once we got to the other side we took 
a moment to gain feeling back in our body, since most 
of us felt like Jell-O after that experience. We spent a 
few more minutes exploring before traveling back the 
way we came. So, we straddled the wall, again, and slid 
down the mountainous hill to return to the opening of 
the cave. 

For a beginner’s caving trip, this was amazing. I got to 
experience things I never thought I would. This trip is 
what pushed me to become even more of an adventurer. 

Fast-forward a few years to my junior year of college. I 
applied to be a part of the ALPs organization on campus 
and was accepted with open arms because of my history 
of outdoor education work from my previous internship 
with WCCB. After joining this organization, we decided 
to go on a retreat to Minnesota learn how to prep dogs 
and sleds for dogsledding. 

We traveled nearly six hours to a place called “Points 
Unknown.” It was a frigid day, nearly -50 degrees Fahr-
enheit with the wind-chill added in, when we went on 
this retreat. When we arrived we were invited indoors 
to warm up and get a crash course in our dogsledding 
experience. We met our mushers, the drivers of the 
dogsled, and they explained what we would be doing 
that day. We found out that we would get the opportu-
nity to prep the dogs for sledding! 

The mushers led us out to the dogs where each of us 
got to go into their enclosure and get a dog into their 
collars. The dogs were led out to the prep line where 
they were hooked onto a leash that was attached to a 
stump. This was the holding line for the dogs while the 
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Siouxland Fly Fishing Club
There’s more to fishing than fish
*Fly Tying Demonstration ~ January 28, 9-10am*

Meetings:  held the last Saturday of each month    
9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center
Visitors Welcome!

For more information call 402-987-3945
http://www.siouxlandflyfishing.com/

sleds were being prepped. The mushers already prepped 
the sleds for us to save us time. They put the bed on the 
sled with all the covers and made sure to have some 
blankets in there for the riders to stay warm. They 
showed us how to lock the sled in before leashing up 
the dogs. The lock is similar to a shovel that you stomp 
into the ground to hold the sled in place. In emergency 
situations it can be used as an emergency brake to stop 
the dogs. The dogs are well trained and slow down 
when told. 

Each dog has an exact position based on their strength, 
stamina, maturity, and so on. The older dogs typically 
lead with the younger following. The mushers let us 
know where each dog was supposed to go on the start-
ing line, the history of the dog, and why they were fit 
for that position. To prepare the dogs for the sled we 
had to get them each into their harness that had a short 
leash that hooked to the starting line on the sled. Each 
sled had about eight dogs pulling. That number can 
change based on the weight of the sled and the duration 
of the trip. 

Once we had our dogs attached we got into the bed of 
the sled and rode through the park. The beaming white 
snow was towering the edges of the trail, the trees 
looked like they were right out of a painting. The entire 
scene was breathtaking. The entire trip around the park 
was about 15 minutes long. The dogs were going up 
to 25mph on the trail and stayed at a steady speed the 
whole time. The air was so cold that my breath instantly 
turned into ice on my scarf, but I didn’t even notice 
the cold because I was in a trance staring at the natural 
beauty around me.

Despite the cold weather and long day with the dogs 
this was another adventure experience I will hold close 
to my heart. It has been one of the best decisions to get 
involved with such an amazing organization on campus 
that helps students find amazing adventures. Get out 

and enjoy nature as much as 
you can! Taking these trips 
has helped me grow as an 
individual and really helped 
me grow physically and 
mentally. It can be crazy and 
scary, but as Paulo Coehlo 
once said, “Be brave. Take 
risks. Nothing can substitute 
experience.”

New in the Gift Shop
Stay warm this winter with some Dorothy 
Pecaut Nature Center swag. Choose from a 

half-zip gray fleece sweatshirt or a navy long-
sleeve T-shirt. Both are embroidered with the 
Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center logo. We also 

have a variety of huggable stuffed animals that 
are irresistible and sure to warm your heart. For 
the coffee or tea lover we have unique Nature 
Center stoneware mugs hand-made from the 

Midwest. All Nature Calls T-shirts are on sale 
for $5 each. Stop out and see our selection!

Adventures Continued

Go Green! 
Request this newsletter electronically. 

Email dsnyder@woodburycountyiowa.gov 
or call 712-258-0838.
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Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy
In 2006, a bipartisan group of stakeholders and legislators was 
formed to find the best solution for protection of Iowa’s natu-
ral resources. After three years of research and healthy debate, 
they unanimously recommended creating a constitutionally-
protected trust fund to provide dedicated and sustainable fund-
ing for our natural resources in Iowa, including parks, trails, 
and fish and wildlife habitat, and conserving agricultural soils. 
After this recommendation, over 90% of legislators in the 
General Assembly - both Democrats & Republicans - voted to 
refer the Iowa’s Water & Land Legacy (IWILL) amendment to 
the ballot in 2010. On November 2nd, 2010, 62% of Iowa vot-
ers supported creation of this critically important trust fund. 

The following year, the Iowa Legislature acknowledged the 
voters’ approval and overwhelmingly adopted Iowa’s Wa-
ter and Land Legacy constitutional amendment, creating 
the Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund. 
Three-eighths of one cent from sales tax revenue will forever 
be allocated to fund the Trust. This is not triggered, however, 
until the Iowa Legislature approves a sales tax increase. Based 
on estimates from the Revenue Estimating Conference and the 
Fiscal Division of the Iowa Legislative Services Agency, 3/8 
of one cent would generate an estimated $200 million annu-
ally. 

Passage of the amendment was the result of nearly a decade 
of work by supporters of conservation in Iowa — including 
a bipartisan coalition of over 120 organizations representing 
nearly 250,000 members in all 99 of Iowa’s counties. This 
coalition continues to work together to advocate for passage 
of a sales tax increase to fully fund the Trust Fund. 

If funded, what will IWILL mean to Iowans?
The Natural Resources & Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund is 
a reliable, consistent annual investment. As a constitution-
ally protected fund, it prevents money in the fund from being 
diverted, providing sustainable funding for conservation prac-
tices, wildlife habitat, clean water and watershed protection, 
growing as the economy grows. 

Once funded, Iowa Code Chapter 461 directs that moneys 
in the trust fund be distributed by varying percentages to a 
variety of conservation areas: Habitats, Parks & Preserves; 
Soil & Water Conservation; Watershed Protection; Resource 
Enhancement & Protection (REAP); Local Conservation Part-
nership; Trails; and Lake Restoration.

Outdoor recreation is an overlooked catalyst that contributes 
millions in local and state tax revenues, and provides jobs and 
builds careers for thousands of Iowans. It’s a driving force in 
Iowa’s economy, generating billions of dollars each year: 
• Hunting, fishing and wildlife watching in Iowa generate 
$1.54 billion per year. This includes $974 million in local 
retail sales, creating and supporting more than 17,800 jobs. 

• Hunters alone support over 7,000 jobs in Iowa and spend 
over $449 million annually on their sport, which in turn gen-
erates over $47.8 million in state tax revenue. 
• Visits to state parks, county parks, lakes and trails are esti-
mated at 50 million visits per year, representing $2.63 billion 
in spending levels. 
• River recreation supports more than 6,350 jobs with $824 
million in sales and $130 million of personal income. 

These economic benefits are particularly important in rural 
areas, where other sources of income are limited. Outdoor 
recreation also enhances quality of life of Iowans and can 
contribute to lower healthcare costs. In addition, the quality 
of water in Iowa’s lakes has been shown to affect the levels of 
recreational activities by participants and the economic value 
of those activities. A major determinant of water quality is 
sedimentation caused by soil erosion. Conservation measures 
supported by the trust fund would help keep our soil where it 
is the most productive. 

Iowa’s woodlands support a significant portion of Iowa’s 
recreation, tourism and hunting which is tied to activities such 
as camping, fall foliage tours, hiking, woodland bird watching 
and hunting of woodland wildlife species. Iowa’s wood prod-
ucts industries generate over $3.9 billion annually, employ 
nearly 18,000 people and have an annual payroll of $916 mil-
lion. Beyond the economic benefits, these rural and communi-
ty forests significantly contribute to water quality, air quality, 
carbon sequestration and the overall quality of life. 

Recreational amenities and quality of life opportunities are 
critical to recruiting and retaining a highly educated and 
motivated workforce — not only in Iowa’s cities, but through-
out rural Iowa where brain drain is even more pronounced. 
Increasingly, rural places are sought for residences and for 
outdoor recreation activities. Currently 61% of the state’s 
population lives in urban areas. Consequently, the opportu-
nity to recreate and enjoy natural resources in rural areas has 
become even more important in the decision making process 
of where to live and work. 

The economic market for outdoor recreation in Iowa has the 
potential for significant growth, but not without additional 
funding to meet the demand. As each year passes without 
funding the Natural Resources & Outdoor Recreation Trust 
Fund, unmet needs continue to grow, and the future of Iowa’s 
economy, livelihood and public health is increasingly threat-
ened. 

For more information on 
IWILL visit http://www.
iowaswaterandlandlegacy.
org/.

http://www.iowaswaterandlandlegacy.org/
http://www.iowaswaterandlandlegacy.org/
http://www.iowaswaterandlandlegacy.org/


Calendar of Events
All events are free and held at the Dorothy Pecaut 

Nature Center (DPNC) unless otherwise noted. 
To Register for Events Call 712-258-0838
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More events listed on page 8

January 1-February 28: Stub Gray Shooting Range Closed

Thursday, January 19: Wine Bottle Collage. 6:30 p.m. 
DPNC. Use a variety of printed material from magazines and 
newsletters to create a collage on an empty wine bottle. Bring 
personal quotes, articles, etc. to personalize your bottle if you 
would like. If you bring photos, please print digital photos on 
copy paper. This recycled project can be a nice keepsake or 
memento. Pre-registration is appreciated. Free!

Sunday, January 22: Butterfly Gardening program with 
Rod Tondreau. 2:00 p.m. Gleeson Room at Wilbur Aalfs 
Library. It is time to start planning your pollinator-friendly 
garden for 2017. Learn which colors attract butterflies and 
other pollinators as well as lots of other information. Come 
to learn, to share, and to ask your questions. This program is 
sponsored by Loess Hills Wild Ones but is open to all who 
are interested https://www.facebook.com/LoessHillsWil-
dOnes/.

Saturday, January 28: Fly Tying Demonstration. 9:00 a.m. 
– 10:00 a.m. DPNC. Siouxland Fly Fishing Club will meet 
and give a demonstration on how to tie flies for fly fishing. 
They will demonstrate tying three main types of flies—Wet, 
Dry, and Streamers.  You do not need to be a member to at-
tend. Open to the public. For more information, contact Bob 
at 712-233-1143.

Tuesday, January 31: Northwest Iowa Furbearers, 7:00 
p.m. DPNC. Local trapper, Wray Wright will share his 
knowledge and experience about Northwest Iowa Furbearers, 
their habitats and environment, benefits of trapping, how to 
harvest and use their furs. This program is free of charge and 
open to the public.

Friday, February 3: Owl Prowl, 7:00 p.m., DPNC. Meet 
a live owl, learn about owls and take a short hike to try and 
hear owls calling in the night. Pre-registration is appreciated. 
Dress for the weather.

Saturday, February 11: Bagels & Birds, 9:00 a.m. DPNC. 
Prepare for the upcoming Great Backyard Bird Count. View 
and count birds at the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center bird 
feeders while we snack on tasty bagels. We will learn the 
basics of birdwatching and attracting birds to your feeders. 
This program is free of charge and open to the public. Please 
pre-register. For more information contact the nature center at 
712-258-0838 or  tkruid@woodburycountyiowa.gov.

Tuesday, February 14: Nature Tales, 10:00 a.m., DPNC. 
Pre-schoolers, join us with an adult for this special story time 
about owls. We’ll hike, weather permitting. Pre-register by 
calling 712-258-0838 or tkruid@woodburycountyiowa.gov.

February 17 – 20: Great Backyard Bird Count. Information 
found at  www.birdcount.org. Count birds at your feeder or in 
your yard to participate in one of the largest citizen science 
projects in the world. Go online to report your results.

Saturday, February 25: Build a Bluebird Box, 10:00 a.m., 
DPNC. Bluebirds are cavity nesters that will use a bird house 
and you can build your own Bluebird Box at this workshop. 
Maximum of 30 people. Cost: $10 per bluebird box. Please 
call 712-258-0838 or tflammang@woodburycountyiowa.gov 
to pre-register. 

Saturday, February 25: Woodbury County Pheasants 
Forever Banquet. For ticket information contact Scott at 
712-277-2263.

Sunday, February 26: Woodbury County Conservation 
Foundation Annual Meeting, 1:30 p.m., DPNC. The Annual 
Meeting will be followed by a program with ZooMobile from 
the Great Plains Zoo. 

Sunday, February 26: ZooMobile and Great Plains Zoo 
presents All About Animals, 2:00 p.m., DPNC. The Zoo 
comes to the Nature Center!  Sort your way through the 
world, discovering the similarities and differences between 
living things. We’ll explore the characteristics of creepy 
crawlies and the “big five:” mammals, birds, reptiles, am-
phibians and fish. Come and meet some live animals in this 
free program. Sponsored by the Woodbury County Conserva-
tion Foundation.

March 1: Stub Gray Shooting Range reopens March 1.

Saturday, March 4: Make a Paracord Dog Leash -- Part 
One. 10 a.m. – Noon. DPNC. Create a handmade leash for 
your best four-legged friend! In this two-part course, you 
will learn how to braid a custom leash using the crown 
knot. When completed, this knot creates a strong, round 
leash that we will then finish off with a Solomon bar wrist 
loop and buckle. Various colors of paracord will be available. 
If you like, feel free to bring your own pre-purchased, 100-
foot hank of paracord, in your chosen color, and we will 
adjust the program cost accordingly. Cost is $15.00/leash and 
all supplies will be provided. Pre-registration is appreciated 
but not mandatory. Contact Resource Naturalist Tyler Flam-
mang with any questions at 712-258-0838 or tflammang@
woodburycountyiowa.gov.  Part Two is on March 18.

Saturday, March 11: National Wild Turkey Federation 
Loess Hills Longbeards Banquet. For ticket information 
contact Ralph at 712-239-4531.

mailto:tkruid@woodburycountyiowa.gov
mailto:tkruid@woodburycountyiowa.gov
http://www.birdcount.org
mailto:tflammang@woodburycountyiowa.gov
tel:7122580838
mailto:tflammang@woodburycountyiowa.gov
mailto:tflammang@woodburycountyiowa.gov
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Calendar of Events Continued
To Register for Events Call 712-258-0838

The Loess Hills 
Longbeards Chapter
National Wild Turkey 
Federation

Annual Banquet - Saturday, March 11, 2017 
Masonic Temple, 820 Nebraska St, Sioux City, IA 

Doors open 5:30 pm, dinner at  7:00 pm 
For more information contact 

Ralph 712-239-4531 or phyllisbuys@hotmail.com

Tuesday, March 14: Nature Tales, 10:00 a.m., DPNC. Pre-
schoolers, join us with an adult for this special story time 
about turtles. We’ll hike too, weather permitting. Please pre-
register by calling 712-258-0838 or email tkruid@woodbury-
countyiowa.gov.

Saturday, March 18: Make a Paracord Dog Leash -- Part 
Two. 10 a.m. – Noon. DPNC. Create a handmade leash for 
your best four-legged friend! This is Part Two of the two-part 
course. Cost is $15.00/leash and all supplies will be provided. 
Pre-registration is appreciated but not mandatory. Contact 
Resource Naturalist Tyler Flammang if you didn’t make it to 
Part One or with any questions at 712-258-0838 or tflam-
mang@woodburycountyiowa.gov.

Saturday, March 18: First Day of Spring Hike, 10:30 AM, 
Stone State Park at the parking lot near the corner of Memo-
rial Dr. & Talbot Rd. Join the Friends of Stone Park as they 
get some fresh air, look for signs of spring, and explore the 
park. Contact 712- 255-4698 or stone@dnr.iowa.gov for more 
information.

Thursday, March 30: Volunteer Awards Dinner, 6:00 p.m., 
DPNC. Nature Center Volunteers mark your calendar for this 
date and plan to join us for dinner, conversation and awards. 
More information to follow.

Wednesday, April 5: Summer Day Camp Early Registra-
tion begins for Woodbury County Conservation Foundation 
Members. For more information contact camps@woodbury-
countyiowa.gov. To become a member go to http://wood-
buryparks.org/membership

Tuesday, April 11: Nature Tales, 10:00 a.m., DPNC. Pre-
schoolers, join us with an adult for this special story time 
about eggs. We’ll hike too, weather permitting. Please pre-
register by calling 712-258-0838 or email tkruid@woodbury-
countyiowa.gov.

Wednesday, April 12: Summer Day Camp General Regis-
tration OPENS. For more information contact
camps@woodburycountyiowa.gov.

Thursday, April 13: Live Animal Lunchtime, 4:30 p.m., 
DPNC. Come and watch our live animals eat. Learn about 
their habitat needs and adaptations. Free!

Saturday, April 22: Photograph the Raptors, 10:00 a.m., 
Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center. Here’s your exclusive chance 
to have a photography session with the resident birds of prey. 
Bring your own camera and gear; we will provide opportuni-
ties for you to photograph the American Kestrel, Barred Owl 
and Red-tailed Hawk. A free will donation is welcomed and 
all donations will go toward care and feeding of our raptors. 
Pre-registration is required. This session is limited to 30 
people. Pre-register at 712-258-0838 or tkruid@woodbury-
countyiowa.gov.

Saturday, April 22: Roadside Cleanup/Adopt a Highway, 
10:00 a.m. – Noon, DPNC. Help the Friends of Stone Park 
pick up litter along Hwy 12. Safety vests, trash bags, and 
gloves provided. Meet at the Nature Center parking lot by the 
entrance gate. Contact 712-255-4698 or stone@dnr.iowa.gov 
for more information.

Saturday, April 29: Volunteer Work Day, 9:00 a.m.– Noon, 
DPNC. Help us spruce up the trails, gardens, Nature Play-
scape and grounds this spring. Wear sturdy shoes and bring 
work gloves. Pre-registration is appreciated so we can plan 
our volunteer tasks.

Sunday, April 30: Prairie Wildflower Walk, 1:00 – 3:00 
p.m., Sioux City Prairie. Celebrate Iowa Wildflower Week! 
Join wildflower enthusiast Rich Pope as he leads us on a walk 
to find early prairie bloomers. Wear sturdy walking shoes and 
dress for the weather. Meet at the Sioux City Prairie entrance 
adjacent to Briar Cliff University’s student parking lot near 
the Stark Student Center off West 32nd Street.

Monday, May 1: Woodbury County Conservation Board 
Campgrounds open for the Season. Pressurized water 
systems, restrooms and park facilities at Snyder Bend Park, 
Little Sioux Park, Bigelow Park and Southwood Conserva-
tion Area will open for the camping season. Camping is 
first-come, first-served. See more at: http://woodburyparks.
org/camping/

May 5-7: Camping Kickoff Weekend in Woodbury County 
Conservation Board Campgrounds. Camp at Snyder Bend 
Park, Little Sioux Park, Bigelow Park and Southwood Con-
servation Area this weekend and earn a free camping pass for 
a night of camping later in the season.

Thursday, May 11: Live Animal Lunchtime, 4:30 p.m., 
DPNC. Come and watch our live animals eat. Learn about 
their habitat needs and adaptations. Free!

June 2 - 4: Loess Hills Prairie Seminar. Loess Hills Wild-
life Management Area, Northeast of Onawa, Iowa. For more 
information contact Andrea Porter at Monona County Conser-
vation Board at 712-433-2400 or mccbnat@longlines.com. 

mailto:tkruid@woodburycountyiowa.gov
mailto:tkruid@woodburycountyiowa.gov
tel:7122580838
mailto:tflammang@woodburycountyiowa.gov
mailto:tflammang@woodburycountyiowa.gov
mailto:camps@woodburycountyiowa.gov
mailto:camps@woodburycountyiowa.gov
http://woodburyparks.org/membership
http://woodburyparks.org/membership
mailto:tkruid@woodburycountyiowa.gov
mailto:tkruid@woodburycountyiowa.gov
mailto:camps@woodburycountyiowa.gov
mailto:tkruid@woodburycountyiowa.gov
mailto:tkruid@woodburycountyiowa.gov
http://woodburyparks.org/camping/
http://woodburyparks.org/camping/
mailto:mccbnat@longlines.com
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Did you know it costs us $8 per day just to feed these three 
permanently injured raptors? That’s nearly $250 a month 

just for food. Adopt one of these beautiful birds today!

Animal Adoption
The Conservation Board houses a variety of live 

animals at the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center. Most 
animals are on display for visitors to see and are used in 
educational programs. We are seeking assistance to help 

with the cost of feeding and caring for these animals 
through an adoption program. 

Adoption is available for three, six or 12 months. The 
donations will help pay for food, bedding, vitamins, 
special UV lights and other necessary supplies. The 
benefits as a donor include an adoption certificate, 

photograph of the animal you choose, an informational 
fact sheet, temporary plaque on the animal enclosure 

and a chance to meet the animal by appointment. 

Animals for adoption include: Scarlet the Red-tailed 
Hawk, Olaf the Barred Owl and Skye the Kestrel, Corn 
Snake, Bull Snake, Fox Snake, Milk Snake, 4 different 
Box Turtles, Tiger Salamanders, Bee Hive and our Fish 
Aquarium. You could give a sponsorship as a gift too! 

For a brochure ane more information check our website 
at www.woodburyparks.org or contact Theresa Kruid at 

tkruid@woodburycountyiowa.gov or 712-258-0838.

Thanks to Northwest Iowa Sierra Club, Gene & Ginger 
Martin, Dean & Paula VanRoekel and Scott Kayl 

for their current sponsorships. These individuals are 
supporting Mona (female Ornate Box Turtle), the Corn 

Snake, Scarlet (Red-tailed Hawk) and Olaf (Barred 
Owl). Multiple people can sponsor an animal at the 

same time. Additional thanks to Dick’s Bait and Tackle 
for providing minnows and worms for our fish. 

Summer Camps 2017
COME EXPLORE WITH US!

We are looking forward to yet another great summer 
of exploring nature with the children of Siouxland. 

We’ll hike, play games, make crafts, meet some 
critters, explore outdoors and much more. Watch our 

website: www.woodburyparks.org for dates and details 
of available camps. Sessions will be offered for chil-

dren ages 3 to 15 and vary from two to four days.
Registration begins April 5th for Woodbury County 

Conservation Foundation (WCCF) members and 
non-member registration begins April 12th. If  you  

have questions or need more information please email 
Theresa Kruid at camps@woodburycountyiowa.gov 

or call 712-258-0838. To join the WCCF see the back 
page of this newsletter. 

Summer Positions Available
Do you like the outdoors? Are you looking for a 

rewarding summer job?

The Woodbury County Conservation Board and Dorothy 
Pecaut Nature Center will be hiring summer interns in 
March. There will be five positions available for Sum-
mer Naturalist Interns. There will be one position for a 
Habitat Stewardship Intern. These summer employees 
teach Summer Day Camps, lead hikes, plan and lead 
public programs, maintain trails, complete habitat im-
provements and conduct general grounds maintenance. 

Check out http://woodburyparks.org/employment in 
early 2017 to view all available positions and to down-
load an application for employment. Seasonal positions 
at Woodbury County Conservation Board Park areas will 
also be listed. Deadline for applications is February 22 
so pay close attention and get your application in early. 

http://www.woodburyparks.com/employment.html
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If your name is not included above and you have helped us, the 
omission is unintentional. Please accept our apologies and thanks!

Memorials
In Memory of Michael Corrie:

Steve & Lynn Corrie
Marty Palmer & Palmer family

Duncan Palmer
Curtis N. White

Honeck Farms, Inc.

In Memory of Darwin D. Johnson:
Marilyn Milbrodt

• Scheels for cash donations for intern fund
• Greenberg Foundation for cash donation
• Jolly Time Pop Corn for popcorn for Fall Festi-
val and Winter Fun Day
• Rick Riemenschneider, Jeff & Beckie Wahl-
berg, Diane Ten Napel, Diane’s Pumpkin Patch 
for pumpkins & gourds for Fall Festival
• Bob & Phyllis Nickolson for books
• Scott Kayl for cash donation for raptor food
• Kingsley Garden Club for cash donation
• Beverly Feiges for shell collection & shell identi-
fication books
• Wray Wright for beaver & river otter taxidermy 
displays (on loan)
• Singing Hills Walmart & Floyd Boulevard 
Walmart for gift cards for Winter Fun Day
• Panera for bagels for Winter Fun Day
• Kayla Nieman, Kay’s Sweets & Treats for cookies 
for Winter Fun Day
• Paul Chelstad & Mark Davenport for wood-
pecker log
• Jim Schroeder for birdhouse gourds
• Lonna Miller for pine cone & bagel bird feeders
• Bennett Snyder, Howard Wanned, Christina 
Warmuth, Elizabeth Reiva & Laura Kinnaman 
for trail maintenance
• Leonard Kurtz for bee keeping
• Tracey Wenger, Emma Wenger, Alexis Comer, 
Barb Small, Brianna Martens, Katelyn Brinker-
hoff, Ginger Martin, Abby Duin, Derik Bailey, 
Rita Birke, Sydney Corcoran & Kira Bliss for 
assistance at our Fall Festival 
• Abby Duin, Jill Miller, Kalyope Miller, Anne 
Shaner, Donna Popp, Doris Swanson, Kira Bliss, 
Mary Sievers, David Chapman, Barb Small, 
Brenda Nelson & Rita Birke for helping at Winter 
Fun Day
• Anne Shaner, Donna Popp, Doris Swanson, 
Barb Small & Brenda Nelson for donating treats 
for Winter Fun Day
• Bianca Llamas & Sydney Corcoran for animal 
care & filling bird feeders
• Ginger Martin & Judy Peers-Tagstrom for  
garden work
• Sacred Heart School for staining benches
• Alcester Hudson Girl Scout Troop for fall  
festival craft preparation

• Morningside College Into the Streets for mainte-
nance of the Playscape, trails & unloading pumpkins
• Doris Swanson for clerical work
• Becky Williams for prairie rescue
• Brianna Martens for preparing crafts
• Donna Popp, Anne Shaner & Barb Small for 
helping decorate for Winter Fun Day & the Artist 
Open House
• Brenda Nelson for helping organize crafts
• Katelyn Brinkerhoff for internship, programs and 
project work
• Rae Hattan for winter crafts program assistance
• Kay Neumann & SOAR (Saving Our Avian 
Resources) for the use of her Screech Owl and Barn 
Owl for Owls of Iowa program

Save the Date!
14th Annual 

Nature Calls Fundraiser
Saturday, September 23, 2017

Sioux City Convention Center
Tickets go on sale in August.

Beer & Wine Tasting, Nature Artists,  
Silent & Live Auction & More!
www.woodburyparks.org/naturecalls
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VOLUNTEER ~ make a difference!    

The Sierra Club 

Northwest Iowa Group

“Explore, enjoy and protect the planet!”

Every 4th Tuesday of the month, 6:30-7:45 PM, NW IA 
Group Sierra Club hosts a presentation and discussion 
held at 2508 Jackson St, Sioux City. It is always free 
and we encourage all members of the community to 

participate! Come as early as 5:30 PM for salad potluck 
and conversation. 

Contact us by calling Jim Redmond 712-389-0841, 
“Like” Us on Facebook, or visit our new website: 
http://www.sierraclub.org/iowa/northwest-iowa

Special note: As you’re dreaming about your summer 
lawns and gardens, consider our pollinators by  

purchasing native plants and learning more about  
neonicotinoids and other harmful pesticides.  

Your garden will thank you!

Annual Banquet: Thursday, March 30, 2017
Mark your calendars for a fun-filled evening of great food & volunteer recognition!

Help support our mission of educating people and developing awareness and appreciation for our natural 
environment. Whether you are interested in volunteering once a week, once a month, occasionally or for a 

special event, the opportunities are endless.  As the seasons change, so do our volunteer opportunities.  
For more information about volunteering, please call our Volunteer Coordinator, Betty West at 712-258-0838 

or e-mail her at bwest@woodburycountyiowa.gov. 

Some of our volunteers 
in action in 2016!

Camping Coupon Books 
Available

The Conservation Department has camping coupon 
books for sale. The coupon books contain ten 

coupons, each good for one night camping in any 
Woodbury County Conservation campground, and 

will sell for the price of $180. This provides the pur-
chaser one free night of camping if buying the coupon 

book. The coupons can be used the same as cash or 
check and placed in the camping registration envelope 
at the time of camping. Coupons can be removed from 

the booklet and given to friends or relatives and are 
good for one year from the month of purchase. 

Firewood coupons are also available for $54 
(ten bundles for the price of nine). Individual 

firewood bundles are $6.

All coupon booklets are available at the 
Conservation Office and all park offices.

mailto:bwest@woodburycountyiowa.gov
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    Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center Hours:
Tuesday - Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sunday   1:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Closed on Mondays and Holidays

No Admission Fee

Woodbury County Conservation Foundation
4500 Sioux River Road
Sioux City  IA 51109-1657

	$20    Individual Membership
	$35  Family Membership  
	$50-99   Wildlife Conservationist
	$100-249 Woodland Conservationist
	$250-499  Prairie Conservationist
	$500-999  Wetland Conservationist
	$1000 +  Distinguished Conservationist

Name_______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________State _______

Zip Code ____________ - ________ Phone (_____)___________________
 
E-mail _______________________________________________________

Please indicate the area in which you prefer your donation be used:
	Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center support & Summer Camps general support
	Woodbury County Park Enhancements
	Management of special Loess Hills areas
	No preference—use where it is needed most

Amount enclosed: $_______________
Please make checks payable to:     Pay Online: http//www.woodburyparks.org/membership

Woodbury County Conservation Foundation
4500 Sioux River Rd., Sioux City, IA 51109-1657

	I would prefer to receive 
 the Woodbury Wanderings   
quarterly newsletter via e-mail 
to save postage costs.

WCCF is a 501(c)3 organization and your donation is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.

 All levels will receive the Woodbury 
 Wanderings conservation newsletter & 
 early Day Camp reservation privilege. 
 Family Level & above—receive a $5.00 off 

coupon for Woodbury County Conservation 
Board and Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center 
2017 Summer Day Camp registration.

 Wildlife Conservationist and above—
 receive certificate for one night free camp-

ing in any Woodbury County Conservation 
Board campground during 2017.

  Woodland Conservationist and above—
 receive a 15% Discount Card to be used at 

the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center gift shop 
during 2017.

 Distinguished Conservationist will be 
 displayed annually on a plaque at the 
 Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center. 

Yes! Please accept my dues to the Woodbury County Conservation 
Foundation to provide conservation education and protection of our natural 
resources. Please include me in the membership category checked below:

X X

 Donations and Memberships 
now accepted via PayPal Online 

at http://www.woodburyparks.org/
membership
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