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The Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center received a 
$32,000 grant from the Gilchrist Foundation 
and an $11,000 grant from the Wrede & Barbara 
Smith Legacy Fund of the Siouxland Community     
Foundation to provide outdoor trail and Playscape 
enhancements at the Dorothy Pecaut Nature  
Center. Thanks to these two agencies for their 
generous gifts!

The project will include:
 
• Concrete accessible paths from Nature Center 
to the Raptor House, Water Feature and Nature 
Playscape
• Nature Playscape Outcropping Terraces to  
prevent erosion and allow for seating and  
additional play
• Replacement of the Overlook Deck at Gobbler 
Point to afford a Tri-State View

The concrete trail will begin at the parking lot and 
proceed behind the building to the Raptor House to 
connect with our already existing handicap acces-
sible trail. Currently wheelchair/handicap access 
to view the live birds of prey is difficult to impos-
sible because the current surface is quartzite rock 
that is not very conducive for wheelchairs. The 
concrete trail will also connect the lower access 
from the Water Feature to the Nature Playscape. 
The concrete trail will extend more than ½ mile 
through the forest and give handicap access to the 
extremely popular Nature Playscape. The trail will 
also include space for up to five rest areas along 
the trail for visitors to stop and view nature. 

The Playscape has numerous play stations, explo-
ration areas, a tree house, music area, digging area, 
building area, climbing area and slides. 

Photo on left shows current hillside and below on right shows rendering of future hillside after limestone terracing.



 
Nature Center Hours

Tuesday through Saturday    9:00am-4:30 p.m.
Sunday         1:00-4:30 p.m.
Monday          Closed

Also closed New Years Day, Thanksgiving Day, 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

Reminder: Our parking lot is closed and the gate is 
locked when the building is not open. If you are planning 
to hike or play after building hours, please remove your 

vehicle from the main parking lot and park in the lower lot. 

Visit our website at 
www.woodburyparks.org
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Find us on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/DorothyPecautNatureCenter

Woodbury County 
Pheasants Forever 

For information check website:
www.woodburycountypf.org

For more 
information contact:

 Scott  Rustwick at (712)277-2263 or 
sarustwick@cableone.net

WOODBURY COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD

Board Members:
Cindy Bennett - Sioux City
Suzan Boden - Sioux City

Don Dixon - Correctionville
Neil Stockfleth - Sergeant Bluff

Christine Zellmer-Zant - Bronson
Board Address:

Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center
4500 Sioux River Road

Sioux City, IA 51109-1657
712-258-0838 (phone) 712-258-1261 (fax)
web page: http://www.woodburyparks.org

Rick Schneider - Director
Brian Stehr - Deputy Director

Dawn Bostwick - Administrative Secretary
Dawn Snyder - Education Programs Director

Theresa Kruid - Naturalist
Tyler Flammang - Resource Naturalist

Pam Pfautsch - Receptionist
Marilyn Milbrodt - Receptionist

Betty West - Receptionist/Volunteer Coordinator 

Brown's Lake-Bigelow Park - Phone 712-946-7114
Dylan Bales - Assistant Resource Manager

Snyder Bend Park - Phone 712-946-5622
Josh Van Voorst - Resource Manager
Mike Massey - Resource Technician

Little Sioux Park - Phone 712-372-4984
Bob Fundermann - Resource Manager

Nate Silfies - Assistant Resource Manager
Derek Bean - Resource Technician

Southwood Conservation Area - Phone 712-889-2215
Donald Haahr - Resource Manager

Erik Lindsay - Assistant Resource Manager

Woodbury County Conservation Foundation 
Board Members:

Dianne Blankenship     Dawn Snyder     Rod Tondreau   
Brian Hazlett     Anne Shaner     Randall Kramer     

 Norbert Ruhland    Bruce Hopkins   Herman Schultz
Christine Zellmer-Zant                      

Woodbury Wanderings is distributed free of charge on a 
quarterly basis.  If you are not currently receiving the 
newsletter and would like to, or if you know of someone who 
would like to receive a copy, please send a postcard with the 
name, address and e-mail on it to:  Dawn Snyder, Editor, 
4500 Sioux River Road, Sioux City, IA 51109-1657; phone: 
712-258-0838 or e-mail at <dsnyder@woodburyparks.org>.

Under Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973, The U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination 
on the basis of creed, sex, national origin,religion, disability, or age.  If you 
believe that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or 
facility as described above, or if you desire further information, please write to 
either:  Woodbury County Conservation Board or Office for Equal Opportunity, 
U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.
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Loess Hills Audubon Society
Loess Hills Audubon meetings: 

The First Thursday of each month

7:30 p.m. at Dorothy Pecaut
 Nature Center

Meetings are held September - May

For more information contact:  
John Polifka, President, at 

jpospo141@gmail.com
Loess Hills Audubon Outings, contact:

Jerry Von Ehwegen at jerryvon@cableone.net

Visit the website: http://lhas.tripod.com/

Field Notes
 
Several small projects were completed this sum-
mer while still others are ready to begin. Here’s an 
update on what’s been happening in our parks:
 
Little Sioux Park 
A high riverbank in the picnic area experienced 
additional erosion from previous years’ high water 
flows. About 110 tons of riprap were placed along 
seventy feet of riverbank to armor the bank to stem 
the erosion into the picnic area. This project was 
designed by the County Secondary Roads Depart-
ment and completed in March.

The Board has been working on the beach renova-
tion project that needed to include the installation 
of a water control structure that would allow staff 
to manipulate water level of the lake. This was ex-
tremely important since the past two years of rainy 
weather had raised the lake level high enough to go 
over the park road on the west side of the lake. This 
year’s drier weather has reduced the lake level, but 
now the water control structure has stop logs set at 
optimum level and will allow high flows to drain 
quicker and avoid inundating any infrastructure. 

The Agri-Drain control structure was installed in 
April. Beach renovations are scheduled to begin 
in September after the beach season concludes. 
This work will include installation of underground 
drainage system for the parking lot and a poured 
concrete retaining wall and sidewalk from the rest-
room building to the beach. The retaining wall will 
allow for the slope of the sand beach to be flattened 
which will reduce sand erosion. Concrete work will 
probably occur in spring 2018.
 
Southwood Conservation Area
This park is scheduled to have the main road resur-
faced with four inches of Class A quartzite this fall. 
The rock will not dust like gravel or limestone that 
will reduce the need for dust control applications 
in the future. This road has been in need of major 
resurfacing for many years.
 

Continued on page 4

Above, water control project at Little Sioux Park 
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Nathan Silfies, right at 
Academy graduation.

Brown’s Lake/Bigelow Park
This park could provide very good shoreline an-
gling opportunities if accessibility were not a prob-
lem. The shoreline is not conducive to any access, 
so the Board has contracted with JEO Consulting 
to develop a preliminary design of potential shore-
line improvements and enhancements. Improve-
ments may include a fishing jetty, fishing pier, fish 
habitat, and brush clearing to allow more angler  
access along the shoreline. Preliminary design 
work should be completed by November after 
which time Board and staff can decide how to 
move forward with certain aspects and seek grant 
dollars.

Silfies Earns Certification
Assistant Resource Manager Nathan Silfies com-
pleted his 15 weeks of training at the Iowa Law 
Enforcement Academy graduating August 18, 
2017. He joins Little Sioux Park Resource Man-
ager Bob Fundermann as a law enforcement officer 
for the Northeast District. The department is cur-
rently back to full law enforcement staff levels.

New Director Hired
Following a very deliberate process to replace  
current Conservation Director Rick Schneider, who 
will retire December 15, the Conservation Board 
announced the hiring of Dan Heissel from Spencer, 
Iowa. Dan has been a County Conservation Direc-
tor for 27 years and has been the director for Clay 
County the past 15 years. He brings 27 years of 
experience as a director and will begin his duties 
November 1. A full write-up on Dan will be in the 
next newsletter.

By Rick Schneider,  
Director

Field Notes Continued
Camping Coupon Books 

Available
The Conservation Department has camping coupon 

books for sale. The coupon books contain ten 
coupons, each good for one night camping in any 
Woodbury County Conservation campground, and 

will sell for the price of $180. This provides the pur-
chaser one free night of camping if buying the coupon 

book. The coupons can be used the same as cash or 
check and placed in the camping registration envelope 
at the time of camping. Coupons can be removed from 

the booklet and given to friends or relatives and are 
good for one year from the month of purchase. 

Firewood coupons are also available for $54 
(ten bundles for the price of nine). Individual 

firewood bundles are $6.

All coupon booklets are available at the 
Conservation Office and all park offices.

Local Partnership
The Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center is participating 
with Siouxland Public Media (KWIT Sioux City 
FM 90.3 and KOJI Okoboji FM 90.7 radio) as part 
of their membership benefit for sustaining mem-
bers. Sustaining members of Siouxland Public 
Media (SPM) receive a membership card and  
special benefits at local and regional businesses 
and organizations. Show your SPM sustaining 
membership card at the Dorothy Pecaut Nature 
Center and receive 15% off gift shop purchases, 
excluding consignment shop items. We are pleased 
to collaborate with SPM and appreciate all they 
offer to the community.
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Garden Club Grant Helps the 
Monarchs!

The Sioux City Garden Club awarded $500 to the Nature 
Center to enhance our gardens. More than 100 native plants 
were added to the garden beds and along the Loess Falls 
Water Feature. Fresh mulch and garden trellises were also 
added. 

Swamp Milkweed was one of the many plants that thrived in 
our garden this summer, providing crucial habitat for our 
monarch butterflies and other 
pollinators.

This image shows a newly emerged 
Monarch Butterfly that had 
metamorphosed on the Swamp 
Milkweed (note the chrysalis in 
the bottom right). We were able to  
capture the butterfly shortly after 
it emerged and tagged it before its 
migration to Mexico this fall.

The Bald Eagle 
play nest and 

the observation 
viewing scope 

are just a few of 
the many 

additions to the 
trails and 

Nature 
Playscape.

Grant Article Continued  From page 1

School groups that visit for field trips, families and 
tourists have used it extensively. It was designed to 
help bridge the increasing gap between children and 
nature—our children are not allowed enough time 
just to play outdoors and explore nature in a safe en-
vironment. Although the Playscape is not handicap 
accessible, a least a third of our clients bring young 
children, many in strollers, to the Playscape and a 
concrete trail will be a huge asset. It will also al-
low visitors in wheelchairs access to the Playscape 
so they can view their children and grandchildren 
while they play.

Last year, a series of three slides were constructed 
into the hillside at the Playscape. Due to the nature 
of the loess soil and the excitement of kids wish-
ing to climb to the top and play, our hillsides have 
suffered erosion. The proposed outcropping terrace 
will be made of natural limestone blocks that will 
serve multiple purposes. It will control erosion and 
stabilize our bank; create a new climbing feature for 
play; allow seating for people while at the Play-
scape; and provide an attractive landscaping feature. 

We will also replace the existing Gobbler Point 
Overlook Deck along the current trail system. This 
wood deck is nearly 20 years old and is in need of 
replacement. The deck is a popular trail feature that 
allows a tristate view of the Big Sioux and Missouri 
River valleys. 

These enhancements and more have made the Na-
ture Center an award-winning educational facility 
that averages more than 55,000 visitors annually. It 
was dubbed “world-class” by tourism expert Roger 
Brooks in his professional assessment of Sioux City 
attractions in 2016. 

The total project cost is more than $80,000 for these 
improvements. Part of the work will begin this fall, 
with the completion date in June 2018. Anyone 
interested in contributing to the new trail and play-
scape enhancements please contact Dawn Snyder at 
712-258-0838 or dsnyder@woodburyparks.org. 

mailto:dsnyder@woodburyparks.org
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White-tailed Deer Sponsors
Hy-Vee
KCAU 9 News
Dan & Kay Pecaut
Powell Broadcasting
Sioux City Journal & Weekender

Bald Eagle Sponsors
Dr. Luis Lebredo & Ruth M. Rose
Wheelock and Bursick Dentistry

Bobcat Sponsors
Broyhill, Inc.
Central Bank
Chesterman Company
Don & Jane Dixon 
GELITA USA Inc.
Greg & Teri Grupp
Knife River Midwest
Dr. Steve & Jane Merritt
MidAmerican Energy Company
Moore, Heffernan, Moeller, Johnson &    
     Meis, L.L.P.
Ollie’s Little Honey Bees Honey
Kelly & Pam Ridgway
Rick & Angie Schneider
Siouxland Animal Hospital
TNT Sales & Service
Tyson Foods
US Bank
Vriezelaar, Tigges, Edgington, Bottaro,   
     Boden & Ross, L.L.P.

Falcon Contributors
Aalfs Manufacturing, Inc.
American Pop Corn Company
Anonymous
Baird, Dan Holzrichter
Bill & Dianne Blankenship
Certified Auto Inc.
Certified Testing Services, Inc.
C.W. Suter Services
Dixon Construction Co.
Greg & Estie Dunn
Echo Electric Supply
Farrell’s Heating & Air Conditioning
Frank & Cindy Gray
Great Southern Bank
Great West Casualty Company
Heidman Law Firm, John C. Gray
Heritage Bank NA
Hinds & Associates, PLLC
Brian & Loyanne Jensen
Kingsley State Bank
L & L Builders Co.

Lieber Construction, Inc.
Mike Barkley Construction
Plains Boiler Service
Security National Bank
Sooland Bobcat
Thompson Electric Company
United Real Estate Solutions—Kevin  
     McManamy
United Real Estate Solutions—Chris  
     Zellmer-Zant
Wells Enterprises, Inc.

Bluebird Contributors
Ag Processing Inc.
Cindy Bennett
Dr. Paul & Penny Fee
FNB Bank
Gregory & Rande Giles
Halman Construction, Inc.
Marv & Karen Heidman
ICON Ag & Turf
Iowa - Nebraska State Bank
John D. Kiernan, O.D.
Knoepfler Chevrolet & Your Tri-State  
     Chevy Dealers
Raymond Kuwahara, M.D.

Special Thanks
Arctic Ice
Centerplate
Roger Gaswint, Auctioneer
Glazer’s Distributors of Iowa
KES Productions
L & L Distributing Co., Inc.
Panda Pix
Record Printing
Sioux City Convention Center
Small Town Sportsman—Dave  
     Riemenschneider
Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spirits
Texas Roadhouse
Tony & Candice at KSUX 105.7 FM 
Woodbury County Information &  
      Communications Commission

Thank You Nature Calls 2017 Sponsors!

Thanks to our underwriting sponsors, 
generous donors for the tremendous 

auction items and volunteers for their 
valuable donation of time.



Calendar of Events
All events are free and held at the Dorothy Pecaut Nature 

Center (DPNC) unless otherwise noted. 
To Register for Events Call 712-258-0838
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More events listed on page 8

Wednesday, October 25: Regional REAP Assembly, 
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. Correctionville Community Center, 312 
Driftwood St., Correctionville. Citizens of Cherokee, 
Ida, Monona, Plymouth and Woodbury Counties are 
encouraged to attend this public meeting and learn about 
the benefits of the Resource Enhancement and Protection 
(REAP) program and share their vision for our State and 
region’s environmental needs.

Saturday, October 28: Stub Gray Handgun Range 
Closed Today. The handgun/pistol range portion of 
the Stub Gray Shooting Range at Little Sioux Park 
near Correctionville, Iowa, will be closed on Saturday, 
October 28. The rifle range portion of the Shooting 
Range will remain open to the public during the day, 
and fees will still be required to use the rifle range. Both 
ranges will be available to the public on Sunday, October 
29, 2017.

Thursday, November 2: Bluebirds, 7:30 p.m., DPNC. 
Spend an evening recapping the 2016 and 2017 
Bluebird nesting seasons with Resource Naturalist, 
Tyler Flammang. Enjoy stories and insights from the 
field, photography from inside the nest boxes, nest box 
building and mounting tips, website resources, and much 
more. Flammang will share his opinions and real-world 
application of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s “Nest 
Watch” app. You’ll also learn how to utilize this free and 
simple to use website and portable electronic application 
for your own backyard citizen science enjoyment. In 
conjunction with the Loess Hills Audubon Society 
meeting. All are welcome.

Saturday, November 4: Float the Little Sioux River 
from Walling Access to Little Sioux Park. Noon – 
5:00 p.m. Meet at Walling Access, 1 mile north of 
Correctionville off Highway 31. Come float with us 
on this scenic stretch of the river, which takes about 4 
hours. Bring your own kayak or canoe, paddles, personal 
floatation device (PFD) and transportation. Meet at 
Walling Access at Noon and we will organize a shuttle 
on site. Don’t have your own boat? No problem! We will 
have 10 canoes, life jackets, and paddles available for 
reservation for this event only. Use the following contact 
information to reserve your canoe. Pre-registration for 
all attendees is appreciated—and necessary if you plan 
to reserve a canoe. Contact Resource Naturalist Tyler 
Flammang with any questions at 712-258-0838 or 
tflammang@woodburyparks.org

Tuesday, November 14: Nature Tales, 10:00 a.m., 
DPNC. Pre-schoolers, join us with an adult for this 
special story time about Foxes & Coyotes. We’ll hike 
too, weather permitting. Please pre-register by calling 
712-258-0838 or email tkruid@woodburyparks.org. 

Friday, November 17: Painting with Light 
Photography, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. DPNC. Ever wondered 
how names, shapes, and designs are drawn with light in 
photographs? Well here’s your opportunity to find out!  
Resource Naturalist Tyler Flammang will share tips 
and insights for creating beautiful and interesting light 
trail images. Bring your own digital camera, tripod, and 
trigger release (if available). Digital cameras with a full 
manual mode work best, but any camera will do. Pre-
registration is appreciated. Contact Resource Naturalist 
Tyler Flammang with any questions at 712-258-0838 or 
tflammang@woodburyparks.org.

Saturday, November 18: Appalachian Trail Adven-
tures, 10:00 a.m., DPNC. Have you read the book or 
seen the movie A Walk in the Woods? Have you ever 
dreamed of taking a hike? Tim and Christine Case, age 
60-something amateur trail hikers, have recently hiked 
two sections of the Appalachian Trail together. In ad-
dition to sharing memorable experiences and photos of 
breathtaking views, they will discuss why they hiked, 
how they prepared, and what equipment they carried. 
Equipment and backpack contents will also be dis-
played. Weather permitting, “hike your own hike” after-
wards on one of the Nature Center’s wonderful trails!

Thursday, November 23: Nature Center closed 

Friday, November 24: Nature Center open shortened 
hours from 10am-3pm.

Friday, December 1: Snowshoe Hike, 6:00 – 8:00 
p.m., DPNC. Come enjoy an evening of hiking by 
starlight through the hills of the Nature Center. If 
snow amounts are greater than 4 inches, we will strap 
on a pair of snowshoes and hit the trails. If the snow 
amounts are less than that, we will still go for a hike 
and take in the sights and sounds of the loess hills after 
dark. Dress for the weather. Wearing comfortable hik-
ing or snow boots with good ankle support is encour-
aged. Other items you may wish to bring can include 

tel:7122580838
mailto:tkruid@woodburyparks.org
tel:7122580838
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Calendar of Events Continued
To Register for Events Call 712-258-0838

water, a head lamp, and a walking stick or trekking 
poles. Contact Resource Naturalist Tyler Flammang 
with any questions at 712-258-0838 or tflammang@
woodburyparks.org.

Saturday, December 9: Winter Fun Day and Artist 
Open House, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., DPNC. Join us for 
a fun day of winter activities. We plan to have recycled 
material’s crafts for you to create for holiday gifts if 
you choose. We’ll also have snowshoeing or hiking and 
other fun indoor and outdoor activities. Dress appropri-
ately and join us for some family fun! Free! Area artists 
will also have their artwork on display and available 
to purchase. For more information or to be a vendor 
contact us at 712-258-0838. Limited vendor space is 
available.

Tuesday, December 12: Nature Tales, 10:00 a.m., 
DPNC. Pre-schoolers, join us with an adult for this 
special story time about Animal Tracks. We’ll hike too, 
weather permitting. Please pre-register by calling 712-
258-0838 or email tkruid@woodburyparks.org.

Friday, December 15: Retirement Open House for  
Director Rick Schneider, 1:00-4:00 p.m., Dorothy  
Pecaut Nature Center. Rick Schneider is retiring as  
Conservation Board Director after serving 42 years. 
Please attend this open house to greet, thank and wish 
him well during his retirement.

Thursday, December 21: Winter Solstice Snowshoe 
or Hike, 3:00 p.m., DPNC. Take a walk or snowshoe 
in the woods on the shortest day of the year. If snow 
amounts are greater than 4 inches, we will strap on a 
pair of snowshoes and hit the trails. If the snow amounts 
are less than that, we will still go for a hike to celebrate 
the Winter Solstice. Dress for the weather and in layers. 
Wear comfortable hiking or snow boots with good ankle 
support. Call 712-258-0838 for reservations.

Thursday, December 28: Survival Shelters, 1:00 - 
3:00 p.m., DPNC. Ages 10 & up. Come learn multiple 
shelter styles and arrangements as well as useful rope 
and knot combinations. Dress for the weather as we will 
be outdoors getting our hands dirty! Contact Resource 
Naturalist Tyler Flammang with any questions at 712-
258-0838 or tflammang@woodburyparks.org.

Friday, December 29: Fire Starters, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m., 
DPNC. Ages 10 & up. In this thrilling program, you 
will get the opportunity to try out multiple commercial-
ly made and homemade fire starters, using conventional 
and unconventional ignition methods. There will also 
be time available to make and take your very own fire 
starters for home and camping trip use. Pre-registration 
is required. Contact Resource Naturalist Tyler 
Flammang with any questions at 712-258-0838 or 
tflammang@woodburyparks.org.

Sunday, December 24: Nature Center closed.  

Monday, December 25: Nature Center closed. 

Tuesday, December 26: Nature Center closed.

Monday, January 1: Nature Center closed.

Tuesday, January 9: Nature Tales, 10:00 a.m., DPNC. 
Pre-schoolers, join us with an adult for this special 
story time about snow. We’ll hike too, weather permit-
ting. Please pre-register by calling 712-258-0838 or 
email tkruid@woodburyparks.org.

Tuesday, January 20: Wine Bottle Crafts, 9:30 a.m. 
- Noon, DPNC. Ages 12 & up. Join us to create a great 
recycled decor item, keepsake or memento. You can 
choose to make a collage on your bottle with a vari-
ety of printed materials, paint with chalkboard paint 
or choose to decorate a bottle with ribbon, burlap or 
other materials. Bring personal quotes, articles, etc. to 
personalize your bottle if you would like. If you bring 
photos, please print digital photos on copy paper. Please 
pre-register by calling 712-258-0838 or email tkruid@
woodburyparks.org. $5 per person for materials. 

Snowshoe Rentals
The Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center is renting modern 
style snowshoes this winter season. The cost is $6.00 

per day per person or $10 a pair for the weekend. 
Four inches of snow must be on the ground to use our 
snowshoes. The availability of our snowshoes varies 

based on program needs. A $25 damage deposit must be 
supplied. Rental fees and deposit fees 
must be paid with cash or check. For 
more information and availability call 

712-258-0838. 

tel:7122580838
mailto:tkruid@woodburycountyiowa.gov
tel:7122580838
tel:7122580838
tel:7122580838
mailto:tkruid@woodburycountyiowa.gov
mailto:tkruid@woodburycountyiowa.gov
mailto:tkruid@woodburycountyiowa.gov


9

Siouxland Fly Fishing Club
There’s more to fishing than fish

Meetings:  held the last Saturday of each month    
9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center
Visitors Welcome!

For more information call 402-987-3945
http://www.siouxlandflyfishing.com/

The Woodbury County Conservation Board (WCCB)  
summer internships lasted 12-weeks, beginning in late 
May through early August. You may have seen the 
interns around the various county parks conducting 
educational programs about various topics relating to 
the environment. Each program is planned by one of the 
interns during their time spent with the WCCB. Along 
with their programming these five interns spend the ma-
jority of their time planning and conducting the summer 
day camps that are held at the Dorothy Pecaut Nature 
Center in Sioux City. During these camps the Summer 
Naturalists are able to introduce nature to children rang-
ing from three to 15 years old through various outdoor 
recreational activities such as hiking, canoeing, crafts, 
and much more.

WCCB also hired another intern for a 12-week position. 
The Habitat Stewardship Intern worked on habitat man-
agement such as prairie restoration, trail maintenance 
and a variety of other projects. This position is funded 
by the Woodbury County Conservation Foundation.

My name is Katelyn Brinkerhoff, and I am from Sioux 
City, Iowa. I recently graduated from Buena Vista 
University in Storm Lake, Iowa with a B.S. in Envi-
ronmental Science with concentrations in Biology and 
Conservation Education. I am one of the five wonder-
ful Summer Naturalists for the season. This is my third 
year and fourth internship with WCCB/DPNC, and I 
love it just as much as the first! I am heavily involved 
in music and love to incorporate that into camps when I 
get the opportunity. When I complete my internship in 
late September I hope to continue in an environmental 
education position. My favorite part of the summer has 
been watching the new Summer Naturalists grow and 
break out of their comfort zone. WCCB/DPNC has truly 
become my home away from home! A big thank you to 
all of the campers, visitors, staff, and so on that made 
these three years such a wonderful and fun learning 
experience for me! 

(NOTE: Since Katelyn wrote her article, she has accept-
ed a Program Coordinator and Office Manager position 
with Iowa State Extension Buena Vista County in Storm 
Lake.) 

My name is Sara Larson and I am from Sioux City, 
Iowa. I am currently attending Morningside College as 
an undergraduate and am majoring in Elementary and 

Special Education. I have always loved the Dorothy Pe-
caut Nature Center. From being a camper myself, to a 
volunteer, and now an intern, the nature center has been 
a part of my life for a long time. The wonderful people 
and the fun atmosphere helped make this summer great 
and has really inspired me to keep learning new things. 
This summer has given me the opportunity to work 
with kids of all ages and showed me that teaching is 
what I want to do after I graduate. It has given me dif-
ferent experiences that I may one day use in my own 
classroom. I enjoyed the opportunity to be outside and 
to help engage the children in learning about nature. It 
was awesome to see the kids fascinated by the different 
parts of nature. Some of my favorite parts of this sum-
mer were getting drenched while canoeing, watching 
all the campers get covered by Hackberry butterflies, 
visiting the different parks, and laughing/singing with 
the other interns. This summer has been amazing and 
I am so thankful to have been given the opportunity 
to work with such great people and to become more 
knowledgeable about the beautiful outdoors.

My name is Megan Maaske, and I am originally from 
Woodbine, Iowa. I attend Morningside College where I 
will be a junior this fall, pursuing an Education major.  
I was informed of the summer internships at the Doro-
thy Pecaut Nature Center, from my previous intern-
ship with the Harrison County Conservation Board, in 
Woodbine. The folks there encouraged me to look into 
the field of becoming an environmental educator! After 
my internship at DPNC, I have put more thought into 
becoming an environmental educator. The internship at 
DPNC gave me experience that I couldn’t have gained 
anywhere else! I enjoyed educating kids of all different 
ages and backgrounds with hands on experiences in na-
ture. I love seeing kids enjoying the outdoors as much 
as I do. I also learned a lot of new information about 
the outdoors and Iowa, which I can use outside of the 
internship. 

Summer Memories from the Interns

Continued on page 10
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Summer Memories from the Interns

2017 Summer Naturalist Interns
Back Row: Sara Larson, Michelle McClanahan, Megan Maaske 

Front Row: Andrea Norton & Katelyn Brinkerhoff

Continued on page 11

My favorite part of the summer was getting to work with 
all of the different animals at the Nature Center. I gained 
experience working with turtles, snakes, salamanders, 
and even raptors, which I never would have done 5 years 
ago. I have even thought about getting my own snake as 
a pet, although I never thought I would say that! I would 
enjoy getting a corn snake. I was grateful for the op-
portunity to work with kids, animals, and the outdoors. 
I couldn’t think of a better way to spend my summer 
working, and was thankful for the experiences I had.

I’m Michelle McClanahan and this was my second 
year working as a Summer Naturalist Intern for the 
Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center while I am working on 
an Education Degree through Wayne State University. I 
have always loved being in nature and learning about it. 
I also love working with children. Through this experi-
ence, I was able to teach share my love of nature with 
campers and at public programs. I enjoyed helping kids 
explore the natural work around them and discover new 
and exciting things. I also enjoyed getting to know so 
many interesting and unique kids. 

My first memory of Dorothy Pecaut was visiting the 
nature center as Girl Scout when I was twelve years 
old. I remember learning about the rich history of Stone 
Park and about the unique landscape called the Loess 
Hills I’d grown up in and called home my whole life. 
That experience has stuck with me as I’ve grown up. 
It helped fuel my enjoyment and love of the outdoors. 
I hope that kids and other visitors who have attended 
camps at Dorothy Pecaut take fond memories with them 
as well. That they will be inspired by their experiences 
throughout their lives.

This fall I will be student teaching in Le Mars, Iowa and 
completing my Education Certification this December. 
I look forward to working in a classroom and getting to 
know and teach the students there. I will bring the expe-
riences I had in this internship with me as I teach. I hope 
to inspire youth to explore the natural world around 
them and discover the many wonders that this world has 
to offer.

“Nature is not a place to visit, it is home.”                        
                                                         ~ Gary Snyder 

My name is Andrea Norton nature really does make 
me feel more at “home.” Coming from the outrageously 
beautiful Black Hills in South Dakota, I was a little 
nervous to spend my first summer away from home in 
Iowa. To be completely honest with you, I had never 
even been to this state until I visited my current univer-
sity, Briar Cliff. I am so very humbled to say that the 
Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center is what made my stay 
here so memorable. I first visited the center in January 
with some of my peers. We had visited to volunteer 
and let me tell you, there were only two things I took 
away from that experience. One, it was miserably cold 
in Iowa during the winter and two, the Dorothy Pecaut 
Nature Center was one of the most amazing places I 
had even been to in my life. The message that this cen-
ter puts out really touched me. It was then that I knew 
I wanted to apply and hopefully work for a center such 
as this one. Now, almost six months later, I am ending 
my journey as a summer naturalist in Iowa. I am taking 
so much more than the love of nature away from this 
experience. The knowledge I encountered while work-
ing here will forever stay with me. Plus I held my first 
snake ever and I mean, come on, who doesn’t think 
that’s awesome? I would like to thank all of the staff 
members and my fellow interns of the Dorothy Pecaut 
Nature Center for making this summer so wonderful for 
me. This summer has made me remember why I fell in 
love with this beautiful planet in the first place and for 
that, I will forever be thankful. 
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Summer Memories Continued

Joshua Dirks, Habitat 
Stewardship Intern, takes 
a well-deserved break on 
the newly installed bench 
at Kestrel Point.

Nature Center Gift Shop
Stay warm this winter with some Dorothy Pecaut 
Nature Center swag. Choose from a half-zip gray 

fleece sweatshirt or a navy long-sleeve T-shirt. 
Both are embroidered with the Dorothy Pecaut 
Nature Center logo. We also have a variety of 

huggable stuffed animals that are irresistible and 
sure to warm your heart. For the coffee or tea 

lover we have unique Nature Center stoneware 
mugs hand-made from the Midwest. 2017 Nature 
Calls T-shirts are on sale for $10 and all previous 

years Nature Calls T-shirts are on sale for $5 each. 
Stop out and see our selection!

My name is Joshua Dirks and I am from Sioux City, 
Iowa. I am currently entering my junior year at the 
University of Northern Iowa where I am majoring in 
Leisure, Youth, and Human Services with a certificate in 
Outdoor Recreation. My future goal is to have a career 
in conservation law enforcement. 

This summer I was the Habitat Stewardship Intern. 
The skills and education I received from this internship 
will help me not only in my future career, but also with 
my education. This internship pushed me to learn new 
things while also allowing me to expand upon and use 
the knowledge I already had. This summer I was mainly 
the maintenance guy for the Nature Center which 
consisted of trail maintenance, repairing and building 
different bird boxes such as Bluebird, Wood Duck, and 
Screech Owl, and other tasks to keep the nature center 
enjoyable for the guests, both human and animal. 

I also got to take part in some enjoyable projects and 
tasks throughout other parts of the county and at other 
parks. Some of my favorites included planting trees 
in Lawton and at Snyder Bend Park, getting to assist 
the DNR with banding geese at Brown’s Lake, and the 
timber management at Riverside Bluffs and the Nature 
Center. These different projects gave me new knowl-
edge on some of the different efforts it takes to help 
the habitat thrive and be enjoyable for the animals that 
inhabit it and the people that come to visit it.

Over all, this Internship has concreted my dream of 
want to work in the conservation field and given me the 
skills and knowledge to help prepare me for a future in 
this field. Thanks to Woodbury County Conservation 
Foundation for this opportunity. 

2017 Winter Fun Day 
& Artist Open House

Saturday, December 9, 2017
Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Display and sell your artwork or handiwork at 
our Winter Fun Day Event. This fun family event 
features free crafts to make & take, live animals, 

hikes and more!

Your cost to be a vendor is $20.
For more information and a form, please contact 

the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center at 712-258-0838 
or dsnyder@woodburyparks.org. 
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If your name is not included above and you have helped us, the 
omission is unintentional. Please accept our apologies and thanks!

• Gilchrist Foundation for Grant for Playscape & Side-
walk project
• Wrede & Barbara Smith Legacy Fund of the Sioux-
land Community Foundation for Grant for Playscape & 
Sidewalk project
• Dean & Paula VanRoekel for cash donation for Barred 
Owl annual adoption
• Pat Moseman for 5 framed prairie plant posters
• Sioux Valley Sports Club, Inc. for cash donation for 
youth programming
• Sheryl Rose for Danbury Mint Songbird Ornament col-
lection
• Northwest Iowa Group Sierra Club, Loess Hills 
Audubon Society and Siouxland Fly Fishing Club for 
newsletter ads
• Leonard Kurtz for bee keeping
• Dean VanRoekel for Playscape consultation & construc-
tion
• Susan Askeland for Mike Corrie Memorial bench
• Steve & Lynn Corrie for Bald Eagle Interpretive & 
Mike Corrie Memorial sign 
• Donna Popp and Anne Shaner for bird seed
• Scott Kayl for cash donation for raptor food
• Mary Jane Africa & Carol Bickel for educational pro-
gram supplies
• Addison Hildman for tiger salamander adoption
• Linda Shaffer for clerical assistance
• Bennett Snyder, Laura Kinnaman, Blake Christensen, 
Joseph Benoit, Ross Curry, Albert Pham, Tim Nguyen 
& Jake Lee for trail maintenance
• Bianca Llamas, Blake Christensen, Morgan Mahon, 
Jaelyn Riemenschneider, Ross Curry & Cassidy Gar-
diner for animal care & filling bird feeders 
• Ginger Martin, Judi Deaton, Anne Shaner, Barb 
Small, Carly West, Amy Niewohner & Ross Curry for 
garden work 
• Barb Small, Doris Swanson, Anne Shaner, Donna 
Popp & Brenda Nelson for field trip assistance 
• Gary Shaner for repairing fishing rods & reels 
• Dominic Johnson for general maintenance 
• Blake Christensen for spreading wood chips 
• Tucker Lutter, Bob Flanigan, Reed Wilson, Liam Wil-
son & Morningside College Into the Streets for prairie 
rescue and clearing near Kestrel Point 
• Bre Cline, Hunter Vedral, Ethan Wenger, Morgan 
Mahon, Emma VonHagel, Alisha Junge, Grace Junge, 
Kalyope Miller, Kira Bliss, Chloe McClure & David 
Chapman for summer camp assistance 
• Amy Niewohner for assisting at Play in the Park at Little 
Sioux Park 
• Erick Carlberg for assisting with Map & Compass 
program 

• Jeanne Bockholt & Cathy McKnight for preparing 
milkweed seed for program 
• Dotty Zales, Barb Small, Loyanne Jensen, Mary Siep-
ker & Jeanne Bockholt for assisting with seed bombs at 
Art Splash 
• Barb Small for baking cookies 
• Phyllis Holzrichter & Bianca Llamas for inventory and 
folding of t-shirts 
• Bob Nettleton, Laura Plazek, Craig Tooley,  
Caroline White, Jaime Colt, Geoff Kling & Amanda 
Baker of Wells Fargo Bank for Kestrel Point Clearing 
• Sacred Heart School Students for sprucing up  
Playscape and Amphitheater 
• Audie Baughman, Briana Baughman, Julie Baugh-
man, Myra Baumgartner, Carol Blair, Jeanne Bockholt, 
Abbie Boellstorff, Carol Boellstorff, Briar Cliff Girls, 
Barb Camarillo, Karla Claussen, Steve Claussen, Sum-
mer Cord, Kandi Custer, Mark Custer, Denise Derby, 
Dennis Derochie, Tracie Derochie, Abby Duin, Nick 
Fondoulakis, Roger Gaswint, Jane Hey, Shirley Hogan, 
Tammy Hogan, Phyllis Holzrichter, Cindy Hyndman, 
Matt Hyndman, Loyanne Jensen, Chuck Johnson, 
Diana Kincaid, Kathy Koskovich, Keri Leopold, Marlin 
Lessmann, Lyle Listamann, Tina Listamann, Kim Lu-
ebbers, Sharese Manker, Ginger Martin, Cathy McK-
night, Jane Merritt, Judy Miller, Morningside College 
Girls, Ally Mueller, Lori Newbrough, Annie Peterson, 
Lynne Peterson, Mark Peterson, Walt Peterson, Kathy 
Pfautsch, Zach Pike, Donna Popp, Keyvan Rami, Kelly 
Ridgway, Pam Ridgway, Alisha Riemenschneider, Dave 
Riemenschneider, Becky Roemmich, Heidi Rouse, 
Catherine Saulsbury, Angie Schneider, Barb Schultz, 
Michele Schwerin, Chris Schwerin, Anne Shaner, Ellen 
Shaner, Gary Shaner, Mary Siepker, Barb Small, Mike 
Swanson, Lindsey Switzer, Lynette Tullis, Tracie Turner, 
Tracey Wenger, Gina West & Jessica Wisnewski for 
volunteering at Nature Calls Fundraiser

The Woodbury County Conservation Board and Nature Center 
staff have new e-mail addresses as of late August. To mirror 
and match our website address www.woodburyparks.org, the 
e-mail extensions are now @woodburyparks.org. Use the first 
initial of the staff person’s name and the full last name 
@woodburyparks.org. For example, you can reach Dawn 
Snyder at dsnyder@woodburyparks.org. Please make note of 
the changes and update your address books accordingly. Our 
old e-mails will continue to work for several months but we 
appreciate your help. 

New E-mail Addresses

http://www.woodburyparks.org
mailto:dsnyder@woodburyparks.org


13

You Can Volunteer!    

The Sierra Club 

Northwest Iowa Group
“Explore, enjoy and protect the planet!”

Every 4th Tuesday of the month, 6:30-7:45 PM, Northwest 
Iowa Group Sierra Club hosts a presentation and discus-

sion held at 2508 Jackson St. Sioux City, Iowa. It is always 
free and we encourage all members of the community 

to participate! Come as early as 5:30 PM for potluck and 
conversation.

October 24 - Exploring Nature Through the Lens- 
Deb Heaton 

November 3 - Please join us for our annual chili social,  
held at the DPNC, 5:00-7:30 p.m. Public is Welcome!

November 28 - “Explore, Enjoy and Protect the Planet”  
All Ages Talking Circle. What does this phrase mean for you? 

As we prepare for Thanksgiving, let’s share our thoughts 
and stories of nature. 

 Find details on all our events on our website: http://www.
sierraclub.org/iowa/northwest-iowa, on Facebook, or call  

Jim Redmond at 712-389-0841

Junior 
Volunteers 
in Action!

Opportunities abound for individuals, families, businesses 
and service organizations to donate their time and talent. 

Help support our mission of educating people and develop-
ing awareness and appreciation for our natural environment. 

As the seasons change, so do our volunteer opportunities. 
For more information about volunteering, please call our 

Volunteer Coordinator, Betty West at 712 258-0838 or  
e-mail her at bwest@woodburyparks.org. 

Recycle Your Christmas Trees
The Conservation Board will collect 

undecorated Christmas trees to be 
chipped for cover on the trails 

at the Nature Center. You can drop off 
your tree with no lights, ornaments, 

stands or plastic bags and no 
wreaths at the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center in the 

lower parking lot. Sunday, January 14, 2018 
will be the last day that trees will be accepted. 

See page 2 for the Nature Center hours. 

Nature Calls Breaks Record
The Woodbury County Conservation Foundation’s 
14th annual Nature Calls, held September 23 at 
the Sioux City Convention Center, was a record-
breaking event. Nearly $60,000 was raised to benefit 
the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center’s educational 
programs—topping last year’s gross by $14,000! 
The event also had more attend than ever, with 650 
nature, art and beer lovers enjoying the wide array of 
food, brew and auction items. This compares to 520 
attendees last year.

The event combined a nature art show, auction, 
raffles and beer and wine tasting in a fun, casual 
atmosphere.

Dawn Snyder, Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center 
Programs Director, said “This year’s event had a 
tremendous crowd that was offered 44 brews and 6 
wines to sample. The response from sponsors and 
the community was extremely generous. Plans are 
already underway for next year. Huge thanks go out 
to all of our sponsors, volunteers and donors.”

Nature Calls came about as a way to heighten 
awareness for nature education and conservation. 
The state of Iowa is the most altered landscape in 
the nation. Part of the Nature Center’s mission is to 
convey the importance of parks, woodlands, wildlife 
and native prairies. 

The proceeds from Nature Calls will provide 
funds for nature education programs for youth and 
educational exhibits. This year’s proceeds will 
supplement funding for the Playscape terracing 
and accessible sidewalk enhancements, as well as 
fund one of our Summer Naturalist interns. The 
Raptor House for birds of prey and the popular 
Discovery Forest Nature Playscape are two projects 
that benefited from past events’ proceeds. For 
information on the Nature Center’s programs, events 
and exhibitions, or if you wish to volunteer for the 
event or make a donation for next year contact 712-
258-0838 or dsnyder@woodburyparks.org.

http://www.sierraclub.org/iowa/northwest-iowa
http://www.sierraclub.org/iowa/northwest-iowa
mailto:tkruid@woodburycountyiowa.gov
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    Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center Hours:
Tuesday - Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sunday   1:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Closed on Mondays and Holidays

No Admission Fee

Woodbury County Conservation Foundation
4500 Sioux River Road
Sioux City  IA 51109-1657

	$20    Individual Membership
	$35  Family Membership  
	$50-99   Wildlife Conservationist
	$100-249 Woodland Conservationist
	$250-499  Prairie Conservationist
	$500-999  Wetland Conservationist
	$1000 +  Distinguished Conservationist

Name_______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________State _______

Zip Code ____________ - ________ Phone (_____)___________________
 
E-mail _______________________________________________________

Please indicate the area in which you prefer your donation be used:
	Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center support & Summer Camps general support
	Woodbury County Park Enhancements
	Management of special Loess Hills areas
	No preference—use where it is needed most

Amount enclosed: $_______________
Please make checks payable to:     Pay Online: http//www.woodburyparks.org/membership

Woodbury County Conservation Foundation
4500 Sioux River Rd., Sioux City, IA 51109-1657

	I would prefer to receive 
 the Woodbury Wanderings   
quarterly newsletter via e-mail 
to save postage costs.

WCCF is a 501(c)3 organization and your donation is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.

 All levels will receive the Woodbury 
 Wanderings conservation newsletter & 
 early Day Camp reservation privilege. 
 Family Level & above—receive a $5.00 off 

coupon for Woodbury County Conservation 
Board and Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center 
2018 Summer Day Camp registration.

 Wildlife Conservationist and above—
 receive certificate for one night free camp-

ing in any Woodbury County Conservation 
Board campground during 2018.

  Woodland Conservationist and above—
 receive a 15% Discount Card to be used at 

the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center gift shop 
during 2018.

 Distinguished Conservationist will be 
 displayed annually on a plaque at the 
 Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center. 

Yes! Please accept my dues to the Woodbury County Conservation Foun-
dation to provide conservation education and protection of our natural 
resources. Please include me in the membership category checked below:

X X

 Donations and Memberships 
now accepted via PayPal Online 

at http://www.woodburyparks.org/
membership
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